THE FIRST COMPLETE NEW RANGE

by Michael J. Dyer, C.ENG., DLC, MIEE.

IT might seem an unwarranted state-
mant 10 call the range of new lanterns
now pecoming available from Rank
Strand “the first new lanten range”
However, despite all the work done
over the pas! sixty years by a succes-
sion of lantern development engineers
wilhin the Strand Eleciric and
Engineering Company and ils suc-
cessor Rank Strand, It s in fact the
very first tima that the Company has
produced 8 complele new seres of
luminaires, arranged In families for
complimemary use logether, at any
oo time

This range of lanlerns which is now
available worldwide rom Rank Strand
COMEIses & number of constituent
parts and it may be worlhahile 1o con-
sider the reasons that they came about
and how they form a2 new family ol
Strand Lanterns which will most cer-
fainly become a familiar sight
wherever Lighling for Enterlainmeant is
usad, over the nexl few years

When he original design specilica-
lions were drawn up, SOMe years ago
nowy. 2 number of people in Strand g3l
COWn 10 Considar sencusly the use o
which luminaires are put, The common
ctarling point appeared 1o be the throw
distances, that is the distance from the
luminaire tothe area or peopla which it
15 illuminating. These throw distances
fall imo a numbar of easily defined
groups and hence familles of lumi-
natres could be speciliod, before going
io the drawing board, to fit In with the
varous areas of use, For example il is
necessary 1o have a usable amount of
light [measitred in jux), at a throw
distance of say between Smand 7m for
a amalil venue; for a much langer vanue
2 higher figure of lux would be required
and the throw dislance may be up 1o
20, In bath these cases the diameter
of the puddie of ight produced by the
spollight needs (o be approximately
the same, because the whole idea of
artistic lighting for entertainment is to
use spotlights of all the various ypes to
ifuminate the acting areas or people,
from a number of angles, and with
varying colours and intensities.

The first fantern in the range has
already been seen in many parts of the
wiatld and is called the Minim. This vary
compact 500 wall Fresnet Spothght is
intended for use i the very small
entertainment venees but more par-
ticularly for usein display lighting in ex-
higitions, art gallenes, museums eic
elc. and for use also where (raditional
hghting facilities for enterlainment are
nol readily available such as clubs.
pubs and discos, The Minim bears a
strong family resemblance to the first
of the full range of new Strand Lurni-
naires which are called Preludes

The musical definition of prelude,
thal i5 “something which comes
before” i5 & name which fils s pur-
pase very well, as this range of small

lanterns comes before the major pro-
tessional lanlems of the Harmony
range, and form in themselves a com-
plete tamily suitable for use in smakier
venues as well as complementing big
lanterns in major audilona

Wilhin the Prelude range, as cne
would expect, there s a Frespel
spatiight and & P.C. spotlight, These
fwo unils are nol only complementary
but lend thamselves 1o the different
lighting stytes practised by ditferent
lightirg designers in varying lypes of
productions and geographical loca-
lions

The three Profile spotlighls in the
rarge provide all the necessary hard
edged spotlights fer use in small
heatres elc., two having fixed besm
angles and one Deing a varable. The
considerable flexibilily demanded of
madern theatrical lighting equipment
has meant that the variable angte spot-
light is a8 unit that will certainly find
graleful users who cannot afford 1o
buy specilic eguipment for specilic
jobs, and akso allow those fast mingla
changes of rmind on focueing lights
with which even the best lighting
designers distinguish their work, Tha
Pratude 30 {that is the 30° Prolile spot-
Iight) closely aporoximates its perfor-
mancs 1o the well known Patten 23 and
althaugh the Patten 23 will continue ta
be available for a while from Rank
Slrand, the advantage in new instala-
tions of having an inlegrated family of
equipment including a spotlght of this
nature witl be obvious toour discerning
purchasers. All the normal facilities of
Profite spotfights such as beam shap
ing shutlers, the availability of g
diaphragms and gobo holders, plus
readily available lamp adjustmeant et
are incluged lor the Prelude family.

The Harmony range which com
pletes the introduction of new spot-
lights at this time shows clearly the im
parlance which Strand put to the one-
kilgwalt range of theatrical lighting in-
struments, As well as the Fresnal and
P.C. spotlights of oulstanding perlar-
mance, no less than four variations of
Profile spotight are avaitable. The abili
ly to salect a Profile spollight of
medium of marrow angle or lwo with a
variabie focusable beam, must mean
that within 1he Harmony family every
requirement is calered for. Spollighls
in the Harmony range have a family
resamblance of thair own: notl dis-
simidar to Prelude bul somewhat more
“professional’’ looking and bolder n
heir sguare lines

Harmony in Music is a combinaticn
of sounds — in Lighting it is nowa com:
bination of Creative Luminaires.

The purpose of this article is not 1o
describe in detail the specification or
performance ol all these various units,
this is more than well catered for in the
technical fiterature available from
Rank Strand; but | would fike 1o point

oul some of the unigue advantages of
these unils 1o the people who will be
using them all over the worid for many
years 10 come

The robust construction using high
pressure die-castings and purpose-
mads extrusions ensures the ullimate
i rigidity and hardwearing properies
that can be bullt into & spotlight. The
smart family image means that any rig
adorned wilh these musically named
mstrements will indeed be an allrac-
Iive assel to a thealre

The whola of the spotlight range is
designed with the lalest international
safely codes of practise in mind and
even egislation which is as yet but a
figment of the bureaucrat’s mind has
been laken Inlo account. It is par-
licularly interesting 1o note that tha oul-
side surlaces of the luminaires have
been designed (o ren much cooler than
the current unils which are in use in
theatre and ledevision lighling, in ardar
to comply with Health and Salely Al
Work directives bath in the UK. and in
Germary, It is anticipated that in addi-
tion 1o the German Standards Approval
which all the new Strand spoliights
fold, Standards Authorities in many
couniries will pass these spothights as
sahsfaciony lor retail sale within thair
Cwil areas

To ensure compsete salety of opara-
tior even in the most unskilled hands
the mains lead is detachabie, and it is
necessary o unplug this lead before
access can be oblained to the interior
of the luminaire for reslamping. Evary
lumingire is supplied complate in a car-
ton with its removable mains cable, in
many cases logether with the moulded
piug sullable for use with the local ap-
proved type of sockat outlet, A lamp is
Included with every spotlight and these
are 500 wall in the Minim and Prelude
range and 1000 watl in the Harmony
ranga, 650 watl lamps for the Prelude
range are 1or enhanced perlormance
where a shghtly greater cutput is nead-
edand lor the discriminating and more
professional users.

Alongside these distinguished lan-
lemns, a new Parblazer, the Par-
blazer-4, offers the flexble unit much
loved by pop show lighting designers,
and many traditional designers as well,
giving tha faciitios expected of a
luminaire designed 1o house Par 69
lamps operating at 120 & 240 volls

The unigue advantage of having
families of lantarns ranging lrom small
displays of spothghts to major opera
house focus spots is the result of the
very considerable investment in
research and development, personal
design efons, looling and faclory
facilities 1hat has been made by Rank
Strand over the last fwo years in
developing what musl surely be ihe
first ever complete new range of spat-
lights Trom amywhere inour industry, |
hope thal you will see these unils on
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tharr marny damonsiration venues
throughout the workd, and wall send for
glther general or fully detailed
technical Iterature on the range ar on
the part of the range which is of par-
ticukar interest to your apphcations in
the business for which we all work
Lighting for Enterfainment L

All the lantemns in s mew range,
apart from the Parblazer-4. are
suplied complelae with a lamo.






