DUET
AT A

by the Editor

BUXTOM, the Tamous Derbyshire Spa,
was, | saem 10 remember, discovered
by Loed Maorth. His Lordship was riding
homa w1 the wee small hours from an
EANING spant wilth cronies. They had

&

&l baen drowning their sormows over
e success of His Majesty's rabellious
subjecis in lhe Amerncas. He awoke fy-
ing by 1he roadside the next morming,
legling no trace of headache, fiver
discomiont or even gensral malaise
This was put gown 1o the fortunate fact
thal his aristocratic mouth had been
partially covered by a Buston stream

#d some local waler had been
mested. Thus were the healih giving
poperties of the local spring water
gscovered Wor a grateful world

Our story now moves forward to the
beginning of this present cenfury,
nhan the Duke of Devanshire, the local
magnaie whose seal is nearby at
Lratswarth, provided many handsome
beddnge for the lown. Among these
was the Opera House, A charming il
meiature theaire, now 1he home

Buvlon Opara House, naxt to tha

conservalory — bul not of musec. i
iy the cars hadnt been there, this

coutd have passed as an Edwardign

SOMmEr s day. Nolice the

gelbghtiul lamp standard
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every summear of the Buxton Festial
(see TABS two issues back, for artiche
by Philip Edwards),

The decision was taken for a
miemary syslam, and, as the theatre
gecided on 120 ways, Duet was the ob-
vious choice, And how glad we are that
thay made the decizion 1o.go for Strand
again, Their 1938 brackel handie
board, see photo, had cenainty given
good service. As readers will deduce, £
WAS On a parch, aclor's left. The Duet,
which will actually be Duet No. 281, wil
be in & circle box, acior's right

Az the Editorial Pentax was pul
away, hacksaws went 1o work on the

sraaee

tha oid Strand Bracke! Handle Board — installed in 1938, now ‘reduced o
ogoe”

old board, which was, in the Rolls
Royoe phrasa, “reduced to produce’

Gadly, with the exceplion of M
James Laws of Attlebarough, | da nal
believe anyone is collecting old theatre
or T.VW. technicai equipment. In fifty
yaars i may be as lashionable as
Sleam raibway memoribila, Why, | had
1o spend 20p each on some Midland
Railway porter’s brass butions recent
iy 10 adorn the Editorial blazer! @

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TABS, The June Issue
From Mr Bobby Pagan
Dear Sir,

It has bean my good lorune 1o sea
the June issue with Frederick
Bentham's most {ascinaling pages on
the early days of STRAND

His pictures of the Hyams
Thealres include a Troxy Fover shol
which | don’'l recall ever seaing, and
you both may be inferesied 1o know
that Charlia Passmore (House
Ergineer al Edmonton) was al
Badiord Schoal with me in 1920021

I never Sawy fiem again uniil alter a
lerrifying debut (as a Hick from (he
Stickshon Trocadero’s Wurlitzer in
August 1933, when he re-infroduced
himsell while reminding me that | had
not switched off the organ blower
This was just before Troxy's opening
and | was being launched at the Troc
in the last week of Quentin Maclean's
holiday.

Passmore made “in-circuit
histary™” whan Edmanion’'s remole
control piano got tired. He reversed
s motor and coupled i1 1o a paint of
the Vacuum Cleaning System
Incadentally there was one quite
sinister aspect of the orchesira and
organ lifts at Edmonton. It was that in
the event of the orchestra coming
down bafore the organ wenl up, the
arganst must nol put his elbows
restiully on the metal surround, lest
the descending archestra il would
shear tham off!

Crgan presentations wera largely
depandant an the collaboration and
inventive genms of our chiel
projectionists, notably Percy Pilgrim,
Ernie Hurry, Bill Richardson and later,
Stan Place under whose guidance |
leamed how 1o do a change-over on a
8B Kales 21

This could go on forever but must
nof
| am, Yours sincerely,

Boboy Pagan
Brighton

TABS — NEXT ISSUE

From lan Reekie,
Scunthorpe Borough
Council

Dwar Richard Harris,

| refer to thie article headed
‘Spacial Lighting lor The Who' which
appeaared on page 11 of the June
tssue of TABS in the section which
documeniad The Editer's Journeys'

Your commeants concerning the
affect of The Who's lighting rig, wihich
inferred that Scunthorpe's prevailing
almospheric conditions would make
any smoke machine redundant, onlky
senve to parpeluate the popular
misconception thal seems [0 ba hald
by thal geprnved seclion of the
community who have never visiled
the lown, Thare is ceramly every
indication that the edilor’s journeys
have nol brought him in this direction
al lgast in recent years. This omission
is particularly untfortunate in view of
the large quantity of Rank Strand
eguipment wsed in the presentation
of the Council's thriving cultural and
enteriainmeant programme

You may recall thatl during my timea
in Barnsley, when the Civic Theatre
became one ol the first purchasers of
the new A.M.C. board, | was able with
the assistance of Jack Watling ta
counteract your egually jaundiced
vigws concerning the dalighls of the
South Yorkshire countryside, | am
conlident that if you wera able 1o find
the time 1o visit Scunthorpe on your
travals you could nol fail 1o be
imprassed (a wel Monday in Febrary
15 nol recommeanded), WIh 1he
Humber Bridge a1 last open
civilisation (7} in the 1orm of Hull is
cnly 24 miles away 30 any expedition
need not be 100 painful. Mo passports
arg required and | Gan guarantes you
a Warm welcoma
Yours sincerely,
lan Reakis
Deputy Chief Leisura and Recraation
Otficar

WE hope 10 publish the 1ollowing ar
ticlas, along with our usual contribu
Hons

The MNew Dundes Rep. André
Tammes, the thealre consultant
wriles aboul the project

Kathy White covers Lhe histosy of
he Dundea thaalie

Fred Bentham will give us another
shce of lascinaling technical aulo
biography

Computer Box Office — both major
caompanies have been given space to
put forward their advantages You,
the reader, will e 1he judge
Plus Graham Walne, Philip Edwards,
Marah McNulty eic
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