TABS BOOKSHELF

TABS will in future review, for
its 12,000 reagders, books
submitted on Theatre, T.V. aor
film technical subjects. We

infend to get experts from
within the Strand Group and
from our panel of authars, to
review books on their own

particular subjects.

We were delighted that the
first book to come in is by our
contributor Graham Walne, To

review "Sound for Theatres™
who better than the General
Manager of Strand Sound,
Mike Lowe, while the Editor
grapples with "Curtains”’,

‘SOUND FOR
THEATRES'

Graham Walne
To be published by
John Offord Publications

THE illustrious editor of TABS recently
handed to me the dralt of a new Dook
from Graham Walne of Leisureplan
He asked me 10gel someone inStrand
Sound to review tne book Tor this issus
Since it seemed like an excellent idea |
readily accepted, tucked the folder
unders my armeand raturmned 10 my of-
fice with the intention ol persuading
one of our lechnically aware Strand
Sound pedple ta wiite the appraisal
This all seemed like a fairly easy job of
delegation until | made the mislake of
opening the lolder and reading the con-
lents

A General Manager usually has 1o
be content with gross margins, equity
ratios, ROCE, RONA and WIDGETS
and 15 not alicwead 1o juggke with such
lorms as decibels, foodbaok, Horlz,
PPM, woolers and tweeters. [t could be
because we don'l know whal they
miean!

At las1, here was a manual that not
only explained their meaning but also
thizir significance when applied 1o the
reality of prowviding a good thealre
Sound system

I read an

Hawing explained the technical
terms the manual then goes on o ex-
plain the problems and cpportunities ol
acoustics in the theatre, Now | know
why fhe Albert Hall has those fiying
saucers suspended in the dome!

The equipment seclion is
lascinating and s introduced by the

sentence "Mow we come o the most
impartant part of the chain — the
eguipment itsell”. Az a supplier of pro-
tessional sound systems | have (o
agres with s sentiment and the one
in the introduction where Mr Walne
says "Suppliers are rargly ablalooffer,
ol their own manufacture, a complete
system (0 a compatible standarg™
Whilst not always of their own
manufacture, the major components
of the Strand Sound chain are under
one brand name and therelore careful-
Iy maiched for performance and

guarantesd by Strand Sound

| am by now deep info the section on
examples o the problems of providing
good sound In such diverse locations
as swimming pools and churches,
large venues and bangquets when my
secretlary hands me a note from the
editor reminding me that the review |
promized s due to go lo press tomor-
oW,

The section on sound eflects, com-
munications -and the fulure |s

fascinating. In short, | ‘have found a
book which 15 highly readabbe, but also

ghies me-an inskght info a very in- |
teresiing sphere of activity and wiich |
can understand, In addition | can-ap- ¥
pear 1o be reasonably knowledgeable
the next time | have to listen to a sound
englneer explaining 1o me ‘why'

I yenas are at all involved in sound in P
tha theatre then you cannat atlord to
be without a copy ol “Sound: for
Theatres'' by GrahamWalne. | conless
| miay hang on 1o the drallwhilst | save
up the £6.95 for the book which & due
fer pubiication inihe City Arls Sernies by
John Offord Publications [ ]

Mike Lowe joined Rank Audio
Visual in 1972 and at present is
the General Manager of the
Rank Strand (Auditorium
Group) responsible for the
Sound, Cinema, Seating and
JM.B Hire facels of Rank
Strand.

'‘CURTAINS'

C. Brereton, D. Cheshire,
J. Dunbar-Masmith, J. Earle,
V. Glasstong, |. Mackintosh

and M. Sell

To be published by John Offord
Publications in Novernber,
Frice not yet announced,

JUST ouiskde the pleasant town of
Sevenodks fies Knowle Park, and
within the park may be found the
magnilicant and ancienl Knowle
House, home of the Sackvilles since
1he gays of the firs) Elizabath. In 1670
His Majesty King Charles ll announced
Ihat he would be coming to Knowle Tor
an overnighl stay The than Lord
Sackville anxioushy enguired as to how
many apartments would be reguired by
the Rayal Party. "'l am only bringing an
overnight valise,” sabd the Merry
Monarch. The next day a party of
28

sevenly assoried courliers and
altendants, plus the King, arfived. In
answer @ his host's despainng
excuses His Majesty marely remarked
that “For a King. sevenly peophe /s an
overnight valise!"

What brought this nightmare-like
incident 1o mind? It was the shaer
numiper of the authass ol this olfering.
Sevan, no less!

Beneath the bold nameas and initial
letters which areall | ¢an deduce Irom
the galiey proofs from which | have
sampled this work, | think | aspy the
architect from whose loins have
sprung two fine theatres which now
embelish Scotland as well as Mr A
Pilbrow's prop and stafl from 110
Longacie.

The athars of the party remain an
enigma. S50 1o the book

Curlans™ 15 a gazetteer of ali tha
theatrical buikdings ol Bntain — not
only those currently in use for 1her
proper purpose, but those that have
suffered a sad sea change inlo Bingo

Halls or supermarkeis

I have, as| have said, only been able
1o sample this book from a few prool
pages, so | can give no opimon on the
numaer or quality of the illustrations
that are to be ollered, and these will, |
think, be a major consideraton as (o
whelher “"Curtains’ will be an active
pleasure to read and fo own, or
whather it will be only -a well
ntentioned and elliciently complkad
work ol reference

Judging from the sample submitted,
Ihere appears 1o be an absance of Thatl
anecdotal information thal TABS
readers will know W be my joy and my
weakness

| think | must admit to finding exact
architectural descriplions a poor
second 1o the story of the famous
actors who have graced a particular
span of boards, or of the playwrighis
who have bitten their first night lingers.

| believe many readers would like (o
have confirmed lor them, lor exampla
that the unlikely site of lrving's very last

appearance was the Thealre Royal
Bradford. They may be pleased to-be
reminded that the Hoyal Courl in
Skcane Square had a noble past long
before Mr Osborne, or that the olher
Royal Court, the one in Livarpood, had,
some three years ago, the distinction
ol being the objective of a march by
ocal nousewnes who wera prolasiing
that thetr current runof Bingo might be
ousted i favour ol a season of plays!

| supposea i is unfasr 1o enlicize a
ook for not beng somelhing that o
perhaps did not set oul 1o be — bt by
doing the bookx their way ihe
Magnificant Seven have eflectively
stopped anyona doing it in my way for
at least tan yaars. To sum up — the
purpase 15 nooke, bacause many a
restorable theatre may D8 rescued
through iRhe publcily this Dook will give
to 115 current plight, Buf | would wish
the execution had been a Infle bess
exact and less noble, and a wee bil
more inieresling in the diletania,
QOSSipY Sense. 8
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