N Christmas Eve 1904, the new His
Majesty's Theatre Perth, Western
Australia cpened to a performance of
‘Foety Thieves'. The thealre was
designed by Wilkam Woll for Perih
businessman T. G. Mokloy

I was nol uncommaon in the early
1900's for theatres o be buill with
nioters, and His Majesty's followed this
practice, with the hotel having 42
rooms avadable, as well as dining
rocms and bars

Tha theatre auditonum is horseshoe
shaped and originally seated 2 588
peopia, wilh 974 in the stalls, 5400 the
dess circle, and 1.074 in the “family
circle’ and gallery.

Four artificial waterfalls and a ceil
ing dome which divided info two, aliow-
ing increased ventiiation on hot Perth
nights, were major features of the new
theatre

The raked slage was twenly by
wenty three metres, bul the back-
Slage facHites weara axtremehy lmited

For over 70 years, His Majesty’s
Theatre was the magor 1ouring thealre
venug in Parth, untif the economics of
eunng throughout Australia made tak-
g shiones 10 Parth a rsky business

Perth is the capital of Westamn
Algstralia, which i Australia's largest
stale. being & third of the Australian
Continent. Adelaide in Southern
Ausiralia is the “closest”™ state capital
Being nearty two and a hall thousand
miles away |

This distance combined with Perth's
eiatvely small population and the in-
creaged cost of touring, meant that
very lew shows would venlure across
e Multabor Plain to parform i Parth
Inspate of 1his until the 1870's ‘The Maj'
Was in regular use, and served as a
base lor the Edgley Orgamsation

In the earky 1970°s the propery was
Bought by one of Sir Nerman Ridge's
Companies, and at thal tirme inaddition
1o e hoted, there was a health club in
the basemant (including a swimming
pocd) a jeweller’s shop, a hairdresser
and a collee shap.

The new owners were investigating
ihe possibility of re-developing the site
Alter 70 years the Iheatre was falling
into disrepair and with less shows com-
ing o Perth, &t appeared thal the
thealre’s days ware numbered

The main users of the theatre were
lhe kocal opera and ballel companies
However the audience and staging
faciities were not up o slandard. The
Western Ausiralian Arls Council ook
up e fight to have built, two new
thealres in Ihe State Governments
Cutiural Centre Complex. Simuls
faneousiy, a number of theatre paopha
slarted a "Save the Ma]' campaign

In June 1975, a committes was ap-
pointed o carry out an in depih siudy,
‘because of the complexity surrouncd-
i arrangements and the desirability,

or olherwese, of Her (sic) Majesty's
Theatre and the construction of a new
iheatre at the Cuttural Centre”,

Tha committee recommended he
appomniment of Sydney Theatre Con-
sulants; Tom Brown and Associales 1o
‘Advise on the suitabiltty or otherwise

of the Her Majesty's Theatre foruse as
a venue far both visiting and locak com-
panies and groups’,

Mr Tom Brown recommended that
the bullding be acquired and
renovaled, as a baze of operations fios
the State Opera and Ballel companies
and others. He further recommendad
that the existing holel and shops be
comverted and rencvaled to provide
acditional public spaces and offices
for the theatra's oparation, and (o pro-
vide space lor the adminisirative head-
guarters of the local Opera and Ballet
companies, logether with meeting
rooms, rehearsal areas and teaching
areas for community arts activities

In March 1976, a semenar was hald
with representatives of all the Perth
Performing Arts Organisations with the
Premier and other Governmeant repre-
gentatives. The seminar unanEmously
recommended that the Slate Govern-
ment shouwld attemnp! 1o obtain the
theatre and renovate it

Within hwehe months the  Silale
Governmen! had purchased the
Iheatre and planning for its renovation
commenced. Al one stage il was con-
sidered thal the theatre should be "gul-
ted” and a new theatre built within the
shiell

However, the project architect,
Petler Parkinson, believed that the
theatre’s three tier seating structure
could be retained by re-designing it

The original drawings of the building
had baen lost and detailed planning for
tha rencvation could not be under-
taken until demolitton crews un-
coverad the structural fabric

Paler Parkinson said ihal he was
never surprised, as he always ax-
pected the worst!

Wherever possibie, the onginal fit-
lings have bean re-used, and whare
this was not possiple, the litlings and
fcuidings ware re-created

Major restructuring of the fovers
was made possible by using areas
formerly part of the hotel. An enor-
mous stairway 10 the dress circle was
renovated {0 provide more Open ac:
cess to the stalls, and a new slaircase
using the odd balustrades, relocated
One of the old hotel bars was con-
varted into a booking office,

Inside the auditarium the ‘folokous’
piliars that hetd wup the dress circle
have Deen replaced and repositioned
1o allow an unimpeded view of the
slage by all stall patrong

A new wiall was provided wathin the
auditoriym {0 exclude the tralfic noise
of the cily

The original dome and 115 opening
machanism has bean replaced with a
fwed dome. The decoration of the
dome s created by a large photo-
mural

The colour scheme of the aude
tarium is a deep burgundy with cream
and gold hightights

Contnental style seating replaces
the original. (Gallery patrons previous-
Iy had to contend with bleacher style
seatng! ) Al floors have baen re-raked,
or re-stepped to improve the sighi
lines. The total seating, isnow 1,247, a
signilicant reduciion since 1904/

&n stage the proscenium was
wigened, and the rake on the slage
elimenated. A larger orchesira pit has
been provided 1o allow the local Opera
and Ballel companias o use o
chastras of an adequate size

A new gric and flying sysiem using
counter weighls has bean installed,
and improved loading dock lacilities
prownded, while a complataly new
dressing room compléx was con-
structad at the back ol the theatre
Space has been made available in ine
Hotel areas to provide adminisiralive
ollices and rehearsal rooms for the
ncal Opera and Ballel comparmies

The Strand name is naturally much
N avidence with a wide range of
luminaires from the ‘ubiguitous’ Pat-
tern 23 toris 4 Cyc Lights.

Lighting Control wili be by a new
Galaxy Mamory Lighting Control {the
second of ten s0 far ordered in
Ausiraiia). As the theatre was opera-
tional belore Galaxy was available the
‘Mai’ has been using a 240 channel
MMS temporarily

The dimmers are (ha Australian bl
JT.M. Dimmers in a bright orange
finish as reguasted by he eleclncal
consultants

The archilecis had set oul 16 ralain
the old theatre’s auditorium, which 51l
hebd a kind of magic, by inserting the
necessary equipment in-and around it
io give 1 a 1980°'s funclion. Peter
Parkinson always insisted that he was
not engaged on a museum slyle
restoration, instead hewas “re-cycling
the theaire o make it a viable venue in
the 1980°s"

Peter says. "Il the 1980 audience
walks in and says. HOw nica — new
seating and a new paint job. Here's the
dear oid Maj back in business but what
did they spend all the maney an? We
think that as archilects, we will have
dane our job.

When the theatre re-opened on 28th
May 1980, the audience could only
agrea

FOOTNOTE

The name of the theatre has bean
the sourcs of some controversy. Ona
sede ingisling that the poassessive pro-
noun should change with the reigning
manarch, the other ingisting that itwas
His Majesty’'s in perpetuity, The
Premier of W. A_Sir Charles CGourl soly-
ed the problem by a cabinet edict, "tha
words ‘His Majesty's Theatre' are built
into the onginal bullding, and cabinet
has decided that this is the correct
name to e used in the iuture’ L ]

Photograph by Brian Stavenson,
Parth, Western Ausiralia

UP, UP, UP, SHE RISES!

S0 says the old s&a shanty, and 30 Say
Strand, who are now agents for the
Tatton Cinevaltor

These are molonsed stands which
will operate fram 110 volt AC or DC and
will raise two ol Tatton's Arri 4K
luminairés, of anyona alse’'s [antarns,
up 111 from the ground

They have lockable wheels, are fully
weather protacted. High winds are no
proniem

Rank Film Equipment, in 1he person
of Mr Tom Samuels, are the agents. §
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THE GERMAN
___ALTERNATIVE

FOR sixty years we have made stage
lighting in Britain, For filteen years we
hawe been agents for the Quartzcolor
lanirg range of Television studio
lighting made in laky. We now offer
LLK. lghting professionals another
range ol lighting aimed at fimand T.V.
production units and hghting hire com
paniess, tha Arrl Apollo sarnas

The Ammald & Richier Company o
Munich, long famaus lor theisr profes-
signal 35mm and 16mm lim cameras
have now appointed Shrand as their
agenis for the LLK. 1or their specialised
lighting products [ ]
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Graham Anderson amnd Barry tillar,
both of Samueison Lighting — a
leading lighting hirg company based
frr Lavidon, with twd of thair recently
acquirad Arrf 4k Fresnel HM.L
LS

The Arrl Report 200 Watt HM L Note
the combimad buffer wnit, ballash and
baltery pack
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