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Norah McNulty was born in
Eire and educated at a convent
school. Her family later moved
o Engfand where she
completed her education at
Cambridge reading English and
History. She later became a
fechnical author in an agency
handling mainly engineering
ACCouUnts.

She is active in the amateur
theatre and a frequent theatre
goer, She is married to a
surgeon and they with their two
s0ns, Jason and Charles, live
fogether with three cats in a
large Victorian house in
Fulham.

SEVERAL wears ago | took part in an
impromplu conlest as to who could
narme the most bofing spot on the
earth's surface, | won oulright by an-
nouncing clheary and firmly ““Tot-
terham Court Road"

For my overseas readers | shoukd
explain thal this thoroughlfare leads
from the junction formed by iha
eastern end of that alley ol bad tasie
known as Oxford Streel, the poor part
ol Charing Cross Road and the western
extremily of a thoroughtare 5o utlerly
ledious that no one even batherad to
give it-a name, and thus by default it
becama “'Mew" Oxford Street

In recent times the area has some-
wha! enlivened with the adveni of
about hifty HiF! and later, Video shops,
becoming in time the Mecca for en-
thugiasts from all over the workd, anx.
iously comparing the quality and prices
of cameras, slareas and other mainly
Japanese wares, offered by the many
“Leisure Goods” shops in the Road.,

More recently sill it acquired a cer-
tain seedy exclicism with Porno shops
springing up and an array o cheap,
lake-away food shops representing
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Long playing equipment, Up fo six hours of continuous entertainment —
courtesy of Cinemeccanica and Rank Strand Cinema

TRIPLETS IN TOTTENHAM
COURT ROAD

almost all naticnalies and tastes ex-
uding their pungent aromas 10 mingle
wilh the diesel fumes.

As regards real entertainment, the
oy bright spol has always been the
magnificent Dominien Theatre, This
edifice was constructed as a cinema
with full stage facilities — and full in-
deed by 1930 standards they were_ For
example one of those much illustrated
but seldom seen piecas of equipment,
a Schwabe Cloud Projector was hung
above the stageto cast its cumulug im-
ages on a guant curved cyclorama, In
fact, as recentiy as 1975 this was sl in
position — probably the only remain-
ng axampie in Britain.

Although so well equipped theairic-
ally. the Dominion actually openedasa
Cinema with Chaplin's “City Lights™,
noless. 50 anxious were the then
owners to overcome the wun-
fashionable geographic siluation of
their new pleasure dome that they ac-
tually toox this film on terms which
gave Ine renters 100% of the box of-
fice, the exhibilors having to raly on
kiosk sales, restaurant lakings ete. But
then | guess a new Chaplin movie pro-
bably did put the Dominion on the map
veny Tirmiy.

Mow, in fact since noon on July 30th
this year 1o be precise, a new atliac-
lion has arrived in Todlenham Coort
Foad in the form of a brand new trpke
Clagsic Cinema in the new Cenlral
Cross Complex.

On this same site stood the old
Barkeley and Confinentale Cinamras,
which were pulled down some Years
ago o make way for the redevelop-
ment. Mow, thankiully, Classic. spur-
red onby the success of their existing 5
screen complex around the Comer in
Oxford Street, have re-affirmed (heir
Faith in the future of cinemas and “'the
magic of the movies™ and brought not
oty an enormous New Neon sign bul
diso a new lease of lile 1o Toltenham
Count Road.

1 suppase that now, within 200 yards
of each other, we have very nearly the
opposite extrermes of apgroach to he
cinema as it exisisn 1981, The Domi-
nion, apart from stage shows, sill
teatures 7Omm long-running epics,
with separate perfarmances all
displayed to its 1600 patrons by
magnificent but labour intensive equip:
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A new entertainment centra

described by Norah McNulty
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“Looks all right to me! " A Strand installation enginear checks the focus.

ment while the new Classic has three
Auditonia, seating 328, 145 and 137
moviegoers, but only three projectors
and one projectionist,

How is this possible? By the use of
up 1o date projection equipment sup-
plied and installed by Rank Strand
Cinema. The common projection room
houses the three Cinemeccanica pro-
jectors, each with a long-playing tower
50 complete liims can be run without
breaksor changeovers. Modern Xenon
lamphouses eliminate the constant al-
tenlion and adjustment that was
nacessary wilh the obd Carbon Arcs
{and also the mess they created) thus
dispensing with the leams of projec-
livnists wha all played a wial part in
running the show: Al the new Classic
one man can slarl and suparvise all
Ihree separale projeclion systems
within one spacious projection room.

The three Auditona, although smail
by comparison with the Dominion, are
lurnished and decorated to an ex-
tfremely high standard and the largest
ane has the added luxury of the latest
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four track stereo system, to bring out
all the realism of the special effecis
sound frack, an incraasingly essantial
feature of modern cinemalography.
Today's audiences are used lo HiFi al
home and naturally expect com-
parable guality in the cinema.

Mary “old school” enthusiasts will
mourn the passing of the carbon arc
lamphouse, the old-lashioned projec-
tors, which were marvels of precigion
engineenng, the vale amplifiers and
indead the obsolescence of the projec-
fionist's skillin the face of modern, sim-
ple, reliable equipment, Times are hard
for the Cinema industry in this country
however, and il we have 10 sacrifice
the magnificent elaborate equipment
of the past to keep the Cinema pro-
fitable then surely it is a small price to
pay o ensureé [he survival of the
Cinerna al all. Companies lke Classic
lead the field in the battie 1o keep the
Cinerna industry alive and flourishing
andwe canallbe grateful to them for at
least brightening up what would ather-
wisa be one of the dreariast parts of
the Metropolis — Tottenham Coun
Road
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