THE SOUND
OF GALAXY

ORSON WELLS directed and starred in

Ciizen Kane' at the age ol 26. R. C
Sharntl wrole “Journgy’s End’ al the
age of 35 Two brilian achievements
and o brilliant ren

This thought brings me to a third
briliant man, young at the lime of his
E_l-‘l"l':'éi.‘.i-".ﬁ'n WOre, who npera[eq i or
own fiekd, Mr Ernest Walmslay Lewis,
the architect of the Mew Victoria
Cinema. In his excellent recent book
“Cathedrals of the Movies™* David
Atwell descrnibes the New Victoria as
“the most important cinema building
to have bean eracted in Britain'', Alter
this one major work of true brillance in
concepl, design and execulion Lewis
nevar ':..'I:.';'-i'gllEd .1r=-:}|h43r CHNEma of
theatra, To quote Dawd Atwell again,
"It was 1o be the cinema’s loss that
alter compiation of the MewVictoria E
Waimsley Lewis decided to leave Lon-
don and seftle on the south coast
where ne sel up NS own qQuietly suc-
cessiul private practica’

Tha New Victoria was opened in
1930, and the inlerior, now somewhal
altered, orgmnally represenied a
12

The extarior of the farmer New Victoria, now re-ramed Apolic, While it was
being built cockney cab drivers used (o call oul Sing Sing! o the buligers.
No ohe in 1830 was used o such a plain and dignitied lacade

mermands cave, with cool biue green
house lighting shining indirectly from
the Gome and {rom enormous opster
shells formed in the plaster, and
direclly from glass stalachite fillings
clustering thickly all round the
auditonium walls

The proscenium is an absolute
dalght, the molite being organ pipes
— nol actuglly the real organ pipes.
which are in a chamber above the pro-
scenium, bul gilded replicas, The pro
scanium sicdes again fobiow the organ
theme, all gilded darkly and richly. And
the datailing! The various ballustrades
and ra:ls in the loyer, forexample, have
a linely moulded brass capping, while
the intermediale horizontal rails of
humbler metal are pierced by tha up
rights, with no wreichedly clumsy
'J‘-'E'ldlﬂg. a5 displayed in other much
mare recent and infinitaly more costly
theatrical buikdhings. Which brmgs me
o yet anolher sign ol Walmslay
Lewis's professionakism — his byudgal
was £250,000 and he complated the
project for CA2 000! The point i Aot
the actual sum — thiswas afterall, filty

insar: The Galaxy in {5 control room, the former projection suite, The very lop
of the slage can be sean in our photo, Note the V.OLU., Pin Patch and Alpha

numans kevboard

years ago; bul the relationship bet
wean 1he buagel and the final cost

| tir 5k visited this marvellous building
In 1946 or 47 1o see Jeanne Crain and
Victor Moore in “Centenial Summes™”
— 20ih Century Fox, Technicolor, with
score by Jerome Kern. | entered while
this melange was showing. 50 In tha
post war restricled austenly ara im-
agine the overwhelming effect ol this
building upon a provincial young man
ol taste and sensbilty when the housa
lights came on — and, dear readers
they did nol just nise logether, 1hey
started in the dome and then tha ligiht
nol only increased bul also gaographi-
cally spread around the audilorium
Irom the central doma outwards and
doswrnuards, (The 5001 of ellec! we can
nowadays achieve with Strand’s
EMVIRON — s56e separate arlicle.)

From that forties momaent | date my
enthusiasm for the designs of the early
and mid thirties,

Incidanially only one mamary of the
aciual programme remains. The main
film was accompaned by a short sub
ject leaturing the trumpeting of a Mr

Harry Jameas, Qe rsddie aged lady sil
ting & row or twa behind me, having
listened to the ""Carnnval of Venice™ by
this immoderale vinuoso sawd, very
loudly “Send him 1o bed earky with a
rol potato! " Anunlkely criticism, butht
has remained in my mind

The cccasion of all this enthusiasm?
Bocavse the New Victoria has been
saved lor us all, by coméersicn Ino a
thealre. | beleve | am right in sug
gesung 1hal some news of a niny e’
varswon of tha Von Trapp saga has lesk:
& inla the press — in fact " The Sound
af Brilianl Public Retations™ waould
perhaps have been as approptiaig a
fithe a5 “'The Sound of Music™. Bul lal
me not carp — afler all there 5 a new
career for this wonderful building and
naw name “The Apolka™. Oh, and by
the way, a new lighling control — Lon-
don's very first Galaxy!

*Pubiished by Architeclural Press.al
£12.95,






