
A vital but often unsung part of the total studio 
lighting package - suspension systems - has now 

been added to Strand Lighting 's range of services. 
An agreement has been signed wit h Evans (Stage 
and Stud io Engineering), under which Strand 
acquires the specialist services and design of 

suspension systems, to be provided through our 
Scott ish factory. We look at the backgr ound. 

NOW WE CAN KEEP 
YOU IN SUSPENSE 

Efficien t susp ens ion sys
tems are a key feature in 

produ ct.io n studio s wh ere 
fast rigging and de-rigging 
times are nee ded. Syste ms 
mu st also be versatile to 
mee t the ne eds of lighting 
dir ectors an d studio man
agers. And wh o s ays so? 
Studio ligh ting techni cians, 
whos e ex perienc e has been 
us ed by Evan s ov er the pas t 
dec ade to develop a ne w 
concep t in ligh ting hois ts. 

Evans first set up their sub
sid iary in 1982 to provide a 
service to the television 
industry . At that stage they 
offered a range of grid
mounted barrel hoists wit h 
un ique features ; studio struc
ture design skills , and a gen
eral sup ply service for 1V stu
dio har dware. The first 'single 
point ' ho ist was introduced 
in 1986, followed by self
climbing barrel-type hoists , 
plus many other products. 

Modern production stu dios 
need to mee t a wide variety of 
nee ds. From the su spension 
point of view , the answer is 
the saturat ion rig , using light
ing barrel hoists with a comp
rehensiv e scenery hoisting 
system , or a single point sys
tem - telescopes and pan
tograph s, for example . A 
powerful control syst em is 
also necessary to maximi se 
the resulting benefit s. 

To achieve the best layout 
and des ign of the suspe nsion 
system , all aspects of d esign 
must be closely co-ordinat ed 

10 Light s! 

right from the initial conce p t. 
Production stu d ios need a 
substant ial structure if they 
are to support the roof of the 
building, the sus p ensio n sys
tem and the other buil ding 
serv ices . 

One so lut ion is the 'walk 
over ' grid syste m using a lat
tice truss arrange ment. Th is 
allows hoists and mesh panels 
co be pl aced , creat ing a fu ll 
walk-over grid , and without 
addi ng subs tantially to the 
he ight of the bu ilding. 

An effective suspe nsion sys
tem represents a cons ider
able in itial capital 'sp en d '. 
However, a system fully inte 
grated with the buil d ing struc
ture gene rally offers su bstan
tial fina ncial and weight sav
ings. Pro ject involvement at 
the building design stage is 
therefore very important. 

The facility must remain in 
use for as much time as possi
ble. Equip ment reliability and 
minimal maintena nce and 
inspect ion periods are essen
tial for an efficient operation . 

European safety inspector
ates are becom ing more 
involved with suspension 
equip ment for entertain
ment industry . Similarly 
insurance companies are now 
more insistent on the regu
larity and thoroughne ss of 
equipment insp ections . 
Hoists must typically b e 
insp ected at 12 monthly in
te rvals .The syst em desig n 
mu se allow for quick and tho
rough insp ectio n - and this is 

a feature of Strand hoists . 
Ther e are many different 

forms of lighting hoist availab
le. The main distinctions are 
between barrel hoists , tele
scopes and other 'single 
p oint ' systems. There is 
always a great deal of di scus
sion between lighting direc
tors as to the best system. We 
have listened to many of these 
discussions over the years and 
also considered the engineer
ing and operational merits of 
each type and designed effec
tive pro ducts for each form. 

A wide range of circuit sizes 
and fitting s can be provided 
on each device for lamp sup
ply, PALS operation and also 
technical facilities for audi
ence reaction . 
The range of lighting hoists is 
co mple mented by Stran d 's 
scenery suspension systems . 
These inclu de portable and 
trolley mounted single p oint 
hoists, and grid mounte d 
systems. 

In order to maximise studio 
p roductive t ime, rigging and 
de-rigging must be completed 
as quickly as possi ble . The 
lighting and sce nery suspen 
sion syste m in a new studio 
offers the opportunity co 

provi de this production effi
ciency. Close co-or dination 
between the architects , stud io 
engineers and Strand at the 
design stage will lea d to a 
high ly efficient and cost -effec
tive building/suspension sys
tem for your stud io. 

Managing Director Chris 
Waldron said that this agree
me nt 'strengthens Strand 's 
position as the leading suppli
er of comp lete lighting solu
tions. In addition co comple
menting our existing range of 
studio lighting products , it 
provides a key element in the 
development of the totally 
auto mate d lighting systems 
that will be re quired in the 
future. It supports Strand 's 
commitment to servicing the 
TV studio market through all 
stages of design and imple
me ntation.' 

Evans products will be 
manufactured at Stran d 's 
Kirkcaldy factory in Fife, Scot
land. The range includes: 
Barrel Hoists , Telesco p es, 
Pantographs , Scenery Hoist , 
accessories and hoist con
trols. In addition, Evans are 
able to des ign and supply 
special pro ducts for Studio 
use. • 

REPORTERLIGHTS MAKE THE NEWS 
New Reporterlight 
Remote Lighting kits have 
been added to Strand Light
ing 's Quartzcolor range of 
portable lighting, to meet 
the many lighting needs of 
ENG/EFP camera work. 

Strand 's new ran ge includ es 
daylight kits, with two heads 
available , pow ered eith er 

fro m 125 or 200w single
end ed daylight lamp s thr ough 
lightw e igh t, easy-co-use el ec
troni c ballas ts. Tun gsten kits, 
for dedica ted tun gs ten use, 
empl oy thr ee o ther kits wi thin 
the ran ge, with mains or 

batt ery pow er option s. 
The Report erlight 125 and 

200 's pr ovide all the light ing 
nee ds of the ENG cam era 
crew in a ran ge of easy-to-use 
kits. Th e generou s reflec tor 
size pr ovides high light out 
put a nd evenly distribut ed 
beam angl es . Focus ratios are 
adju sted by a thumb-c ontrol 
and the unit can be ha nd 
held , stand or cam era 
mount ed. 
A numb er of Rep ort erl ight 

a nd Remo te kit option s are 
available , includin g main s 
op erat ed, batt ery or belt bat
tery versio ns. 

NEW STRAND DEALERS 
New distributors have been appointed by Strand Lighting in 
Britain and Scandinavia . They are Cerebrum Lighting, based in 
Surrey (contact: Mike Fisher , tel: 081 949 3171) ; P & G Stage 
Electrical , in Mancheste r (contact: Jeff Demain , tel: 061 226 
5858) ; Playlight Hire , in North London (contact : Mark Pitelen , 
(tel: 081 965 8188) ; Oscar Lighting , in Stockholm (eel: + 468 
665 65 10) ; and Maho Lighting in Helsinki (tel: + 358 O 406 
211 ). 


