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Cycloramas

The Cyclorama can be defined as toliows:—
A vertical surface finished matt white whichi 15 used to form a

background to a theatre type sel. It heips lo give depth to a scene:

and can be constructed of solid maien;
@ S steral as
supplied as a removable cioth. Al a5 @ permanent fixture ar

;g:E: When tinted blue, 11 i3 commonly roferred to as a sky

Cyclofﬂmas vary 'considen\biy, |r0m the |arge wrap-round ‘ype

» ‘used on the opera stage 1o tha lightwelght cloth usad in a Village

‘Mail. Howevar, they are all required to have one 1

factor: A SMOOQTH MATT WHITE SURFASES \(':.-hcigl?muﬁn
ailow good even raflection of alt lighting effects. Alernative
finishes to the cloth will not give trus calour reflection, the degree
of reflection depending on the hackground coluur'c'hd'sen Blueis
a popular colour and should he used only if the clath is designed
:;;grhik;s:f;eit:‘t’sil;l;l::ir?;;t:_&gman'! in the paint enhances the blue

3 & cyclorama, co i
degres the lack of blue in the spuclru:aur;ﬁ;gsgtfmtgetong:’nr:‘at:

tungsten filament lamg. Lit by any other colour howaever, reflection

from the cloth will be poor or non-axisterit. (See No
tn a multi-purpose area ar and stage it is(oiteanf:::igre{t::LO:;-a)
rear wall as a cyclorama pravided this has a fiat plaster surface
frae from obstructions such as fadiators, pipes, windows; clocks
gtgbg:rail;lar:‘?uqdmt? Arc.ht:)la.r:ts and Planners in the early‘ design
A i ese ahsir i i
allwo uftelr: after compléetion. uctions. which unfortunatety arise
here the cyclorama is made fram scenic canv a
be taken to ensure 4il seaming I8 horizontal to mi';smit:“rus::g:f
The cloth should be weighted to remova creases and initially thé
canvas should be treatad with a flat emulsion paint to fill up the
pores in the cloth and provide & smoath surface. Canvas is avail-
able jn varying widths to' sult stage applications. There are

alternative materials which can he considered, although these

serve & dual purpose and ate mg ist
Brve N R re applicable to televisi
situations, So in general scenic canvas ls’p?gferfed. =on

Where stage areas lack depth the cyclorams should be kept fiat

~ 7nd altowed to run paralie to tha rear wall. Curved ends tend.1o

* jstrict entrances at the rear and reduce acting space. Consider-

able thought should always he given t i jeti
4 o the introduction of a
cu_rved cioll} as this presents problams from the lighting view-
point; spotlights are not always the same distance from the cloth
so&:ar:‘cohmglss at t:'ne sides ::an occur it sufficient care is nat taken
emovable cycltorama cloths can b ied 5
2y Ratier type. e supplied in two forms
{b} Barrel with raising and lowering gear.
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The former consists of a top barre! to which the cloth is at-
tached by means ot tie tapes and a bottom.roller some g9°-12" in
diameter. A system of pulleys 1s provided attached to the top
barrel to enable the bottom roller to be revelved and so rolt up the
cloth when the appropriate hauling rope is pulled. The equipment
tends to ba heavy in operation due to the weight ot the bottom
roller, and there is.some sag on the sides. of the clath as it is nat
possibleta seam the edges, Any seaming would cause difficuities
in rolling. The system is samewhat awkward in operation and
should.aniy be considered for the larger stage. .

Mathad (b)is a less expensive arrangement, comprising a clath
webbed at the heading with tie tapas, which is secured to a
support barrel provided with pulleys and rope for raising and
lowering. A second barrel is inserted in the battom hem of the
clath so when auspended it will hang taut. To remave the cloth
the top barre! is lowered, the clath roiled by hand and taken away,
the barrels are tied together and raised to clear the stage. Al-
ternatively for low ceiling heights ar whete a permanently fired
cioth is required the pulteys can be dispensed with and the top
bacrei merely clipped to overhead supports. There is an added
advantage in this method as both sides of the cloth can be used,
one baing treated as a true cyclorama and the reverse side
perhaps heing used for a paintad scene. .

Ear arena and teievision work cloths can be supported from
tracks and arranged to draw {o one side in sections; bottam tubes
are provided to weight the cloth when in position,

On very large instalfations.more compiex arrangements of the
above ideas can be used involving heists os counterwelghted
tubular frames on which the ctoth is.stretched tightly to ensure a
gmooth wrinkie-free surfaca. )

Cinema screens da not make good cyclorama cioths as the

_ reflective requirements for cinema work. are entirely different and

to obtain the hest results two entirely separate cloths should
always be constdered.

From a light viewpoint care should be taken to ensure s smooth
evan “wash" of light across the cloth, and pasitioning of lighting
equipment must be carefully related to general masking to avoid
shadows caused by masking barders or splashes from other light
fttings, due to poar cut-ofl. Therefore planning and sight tines
should aiways be taken into consideration when cyciarama cloths
areto beinstatied.



