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NOTES ON IDENTIFYING THE -AGE -AND TYPHE OF -STAGE EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURED -BY-W.J . FURSE '
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The following leaflets when used in conjunctlon with the Furse
pocket catalogue, cover the range of stage equipment manufactured
, from the 1950s up to the late 1970s.
. The colours of paint used on spotlights have been changed at
wn-pegular intervals durilng the hlstory of the Company and therefore
. this is & very good aild to ldentifying the age .of the unilts
concerned. Since several spotlights were in production for a
- large number of years, and used different lenses and lamp holders
" during that period, the actual identification of the age, as well
as the lantern type, 1s therefore important for servicing and
replacement. ,

. . During the early 195Cs all stage lighting was finlshed 1in a
' erystaline black rough surface, whilich changed to a smooth dark
+ “brown finish in the late 50s early 60s. This agaln changed to a
" light beige colour, which has a tendency to darken to a middle
beige due to heat. Thls was introduced during the middle 60s. A
medium blue followed in thé late 60s and with the Introduction of
" tungsten halogen lamps, a dark blue was then introduced. Finally
~  the units resorted to a smooth black Finish which is the current
paint 1n use today.

.. The only units which do not fit this pattern are several ltems of
- Strand Electric manufacture which were marketed by ourselves

' during the 60s8. These would carry our own labels, either cast

i into the rear of the spotlights, or as an addltlonal add-on

« label. The finish for these would be pale silver grey. The type
of luminaire can therefore be ldentified from the information on
S+rand lanterns attached.

Floodlights

Tdentification of these units should be easily made from the
information available.

Spotlights

83815 and SS13 spotlights used a varlety of lamps during thelr
11fetime. In order to identify the exact situatilon regarding
these spotlights, the type of cap of the lamp, elther pre-focus
(2 flanges) or screw-cap, would be required.




The actual paint finish of the lantern, however, would give a
good clue as to the age of these units. Black finish spotlights
or dark brown finish would probably De fitted wilth screw-cap
lamps. Beige units would be fitted with pre-focus.

The MPR spotlights take two baslc forms, the one shown in the
pocket catalogue would have been finished in light or dark blue
and use a T1l lamp. Early verslons of this unit used a T15 lamp
and had a small additional section on the lamp holder tray
underneath the lantern as shown on the separate leaflet, (llsted
as Page 3.) These spotlights would probably have been belge in
colour. Some very early spotlights were fitted with fans 1in the
base of the units. We would therefore need to know whieh of
these verslons were employed.

A smaller version of the MPR was originally manufactured under
the JPR name, using a T10 lamp. This was baslically an MPR
without a fan and would again have been finished 1n belge.

The SPR spotlight carrled three basic lamps during its 11fe. The
fipst a T1 pre-focus lamp, 500w, the lantern being finlished belge
and having a cast trunnion arm. The colour then changed to light
blue and a T13 650w lamp was employed. Towards the end of its
1ife a dark blue finish was employed and the Tl2 lamp with two
pins on the base was employed with a bent metal trunrion arm,
this was finished in black.

The SFR spotlight, originally known as the 8525, always carried
pre-focus cap lamp holders using T or T17 lamps. A version
using a plano-convex lens called the S826 was also supplled and
initially these units were provided without reflectors, so some
units in the fileld may still be wlthoutb reflectors, although
latterly supplied equipment was fitted with reflectors as
standard. Finishes again varled from dark brown to belge, to
both shades of blue, since thils unit was 1in production for very
many years. ~ASs a consequence, a large number of these spotlights
are still in exlstence and wheén serviced are now fitted with T18
lamps by the replacement of lamp holders, using the special LHCK1
Conversion Kits.

The MFR unit initially was provided with a T6 pre-focus cap lamp
and holder. These units would have been finished light beilge in
colour. W1ith the introduction of the T1l lamp, these were
modified and subsequent units fitted with new lamps and lamp
holders, and finished in elther pale or dark blue. Converslon
¥its for the older lantern are also now avallable.

Several different cables have been used over a period of years
for wiring spotlights, from a simple asbestos covered cable to
three single strands of glass fibre cable, through butyl to the
present silicone cable. Therefore if any of the spotlights are
fitted with cables other than silicone rubber, these should be
rewired as the cable will have been 1n use for more than seven

years.



Several follow spots of the LPR type shown in the pocket
catalogue, were manufactured and these spotlights were provided
in two versions, the tungsten halogen and the CSI version.
Tdentification of the two different types can be made by the fact
that the CSI version has a separate ballast unlt, as shown in the
photograph in the pocket catalogue, whereas the tungsten halogen
version has no ballast unit.

Colour Wheels

Electrically operated colour wheels have been avallable for some
years. Early versions had non~slipping clutches which tended to
strip the gearing 1f the colour wheel was force rotated by hand.
If colour wheels therefore are in exlstence on what appear to be
old installations, 1.e. belge finished lanterns and wheels, 1t 1s
possible that the gearing has Dbeen damaged by mis-use and the
gear and motor unit may need replacement.

Lighting Battens

Lighting battens were manufactured for a large number of years
followling the principle of a continuous run of lighting batten
over the full width of the stage. Towards the latter end of
their 1life, these were manufactured in separate units of 6ft each
with nine compartments; unlike most of our competitors whose were
of eight compartments. The basic construction was simpler
towards the latter end of thelr 1ife, as shown by the two
leaflets attached, and the paint finish changed from belge to
blue at this point. The last units produced were finlshed black.

A twelve compartment cylo lighting trough was also manufactured,
again for a large number of years, put thls can be 1ldentifiled by
the wrap-round colour filter arrangement.

Control Systems

The ED1 dimmer unlts originally provided for mounting on stands,
shown on page 17 of the pocket catalogue, were fitted with single
socket outlets and lkw dimmers. On later verslons, 1ikw dimmers
were Pitted with two socket outlets as shown. Any units using
1kw versions, would automatically be up-rabed to 1.5kw during
servicing.

This fact 1ls also true of the Delta 8 switchboards which would be
finished middle or light grey, should they be of 1kw rating. The
pale blue wilth dark blue screen printing or black wilth whilte
printing beilng the later verslons fitted with 1.5kw dimmers.

The EDRC lighting control system has also been in production for
a large number of years, and various different printed circult
cards and control panel arrangements have been in force. 1In
order to service this equipment, therefore, 1t would be difficult
to assess without the equipment being in our possession, however,
a few points to age as follows, may asslst.
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Farly systems had a brushed aluminlum desk which later changed to
pale grey and then %o pale blue with dark blue printing. The
arrangement of the fuse carriers on the dlmmer racks willl also
ald age identification, since the blue fuse carrlers will be all
collected close together in the early versions and equally spread
over the face plate in the later versions. The type of connector
used on the control leads should be 'D! shaped, if any other type
of conrnector 1s employed, this would suggest a very early version
of this system.

4 self contained dimmer strip was manufactured in the middle 60s
to early 70s. This was initially called the ED1336 and later the
ED2. Varilous control boards were deslgned to incorporate these
units and several 1llustrations are included within the
information. The difference between these two strips can be seen
by studying the Travelling ET8 leaflet which shows the ED1336
strip {which was quite long), and the Furse Club type switchboard
leaflet which shows the ED2 strip, which was a relatlvely short
item. These latter strips were also often fltted with push
buttons to flash the lights to full. A verslon of the dimmer
strip employing switch selection, called the EDP, was also
employed. '

A large range of boards were employed under the EDA title
covering systems 21, 23, 25 and 27. These were multiple preset
systems using quadrant faders, usually with a separate master
desk and some form of switch group selection, faders were
individual plug in units and sometlmes 11lluminated.

Tt would be difficult to identify the actual system in use
without an engilneer viewing the interior of the control panel and
it would therefore require a vislt from one of our gervice
engineers to assess servicing posslbllities.

The EDA control systems were also manufactured in a more modern

form using rows of coloured push buttons to select the channels

to the group masters. Desks of thils type were usually finished

black with 2 separate master panel on the right-hand silde, shown
on page 19 of the pocket catalogue.

Reactor type switchboards were only supplied in small numbers and
it 1s unlikely therefore that you will come across this system.
However, should this be the case, they can be identified by the
large rotary master controls on the control panel and the dimmers
consisting of large chokes mounted on a bed frame. See attached
leaflets.

Electronic dimmers of the ED range, elther manual ED1475 or
automatic ED1006, can usually be 1ldentified by the pale blue or
grey box with a single identification neon on the surface.
Controls were usually brushed aluminium plates with four push
puttons or a single rotary knob. The letfers ED1006 or an
occasional EDI4T5 are usually to be found on the 1lnside cover of
these units.
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A large range of resistance dimmer units covering all type of
configurations have been supplled over many years. You should
therefore be able to identify the actual unit from the
information attached, however, spare parts for these units are no
longer available and besldes general service work replacing
occasional switches, etc., they are usually obsolete,

The patch panel units in conjunction with econtrol beards have
changed over the years. Inltially these used round Bulgin plugs
with two connection points and at present use rectangular plugs
with three connection points. The round Bulgln plugs are no
longer available and these panels were usually finished in light
blue or beige pailnt.

Curtain Tracks

The predecessor of our present curtaln track was the Type A of a
very similar constructlon but usually finished in light grey.
These used two types of runners, roller runners and wooden slider
bobbins, these beilng shown in detail on one of the leaflets
attached. The predecessor to this track was again of glmilar
construction, but the arrangement of the spring back wheels,
fixings and the type of saddles used to support the base tube to
the top tube was different. Thls top ftube was either 17, it or
11" track tube and if old tracks are to be re-used we would
require the size of this tube. Reference to the two leaflets
attached should enable ldentification of this unit. Tracks of
the older type usually being finished in a darker blue/grey
colour. Smaller type track sections such as the Ultrallte and
Type B can again be ldentifiled from the leaflets.



