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STRAND REMOTE CONTROL 
SATURABLE REACTOR (CHOKE). SYSTEM S/R 

The saturable reactor or choke dimmer is a rela
tively inexpensive form of remote control suitable 
for small and medium sized halls and theatres and 
other situations where the total number of dim
mers does not exceed seventy-two. These Strand 
controls are arranged as standard models, giving 
dimmer combinations of eighteen, twenty-four, 
thirty-six, fifty-four and seventy-two ways. These 
sizes have been designed to make the most 
economic use of the equipment and also to provide 
the numbers of dimmers suitable for the type of 

Fig. 1. Type CCJ72 Control Cabinet installed in the Projection 
Room at 'The Peacock', Helsinki . 

stage installation likely to be required. The two 
largest are made as floor standing units and have 
certain auxilliary switching and mastering essential 
for the number of dimmers. In all cases the circuits 
have been kept as simple as possible and the only 
mechanical moving parts are the dimmer levers in 
the control panel. These units are mouldings 
specially designed for the purpose and are fitted 
with clear scales and labels. The finish of the control 
cabinets and their equipment is of a very high order. 

To keep costs as low as possible consistent with 
a high quality product, use is made of three standard 
control cabinets, three standard choke racks, and 
four sizes of choke dimmer. Although special 
models can always be quoted and manufactured the 
customer is strongly recommended to use a stand
ard model whenever possible. Standard cabinets 
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allow for a certain amount of accessory switching 
such as remote colour change of lanterns, and in 
every case these models can be modified to suit 
export requirements, for example fitted with 
Siemens Zed fuses. 

All Strand choke control cabinets are fitted with 
one, or sometimes two, electrical master dimmers 
which operate without altering the setting of the 
individual dimmer levers. The latter can be con
nected via the master dimmer or may be left 
independent of it by means of a two-way-and-off 
switch situated immediately above each dimmer 
lever. Where only one master dimmer is fitted a 
special selector switch known as the 'transfer' 
enables the master dimmer to be connected alter
natively to circuits with their switches in the 
'independent-of-master' or 'through master' posi
tions. Thus the master dimmer can be made to dim 
or raise two groups of lighting successively. 

The centre position of the dimmer switch is an 
off position and this operates by opening a circuit 
relay thereby ensuring not only a quick switching 
action but that the stage circuit is completely dead. 

Fig. 2. The Reactor Rack at 'The Peacock', Helsinki. 
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