
CIRCLE FRONT HOUSINGS 
It is recommended that lanterns fixed in the auditorium should be concealed in plaster housings designed 

by the arch itect to match the theatre 's decorative scheme . Where something of a more temporary nature 
is required, we can supply sheet metal housings , though advice of the architect will be necessary to ensure 
that the circle front will bear the extra weight of housings and lanterns. 

PLASTER HOUSINGS 
1. The Pattern 53 Mirror Spot (leaflet 

C.53) is most commonly used for front 
lighting of the stage from the circle front . 
According to circumstances , however , other 
lanterns may also be used for the same 
purpose . The line drawing shows the 
minimum dimensions for housing Pattern 53 
lanterns with colour change on a circle 
front. These are minimum dimensions and 
should be adopted whether colour change 
lanterns are intended at the time or not . 
Exper ience has shown that colour change 
types (which occupy more space) often 
supplant the ordinary spotlights used 
initially . 

2. Lanterns are best placed on the 
second tier of a two- or three-tier house. 
Where there is only a single circle it may be 
necessary to consider a ceiling position. 

3. All the lanterns must be able to be 
angled to cover anywhere on stage and in 
orchestra pit (or forestage) . The minimum dimen
sions for a housing on an average Upper Circle are 
shown in Fig. 9. These figures are intended as a 
guide only and each site examined carefully to avoid 
fouling of sight lines. A minimum horizontal centre 
between lanterns is 2 ft. 3 in. but this should be 
increased to 2 ft . 6 in. where space allows. To allow 
the most movement in the confined space colour 
change lanterns in a housing on a curved circle front 
should be half right-handed standard and half left 
handed in respect of their colour semaphores . The 
right-handed lanterns to be used on the "actors' 
right " of the circle . This arrangement prevents 

Fig. 8.-Built-in type Circle Front Spotlight Housing. 

fouling of the semaphores when a lantern is required 
pointed directly at the stage instead of as is normally 
used , crossed to light the side of the stage furthest 
from it. 

4 . The floor of the housing must be flat of hard
wood or sheet metal to allow the lantern to rest 
thereon. Housing to be finished matt black inside. 

5. Access to the lanterns should be by metal 
doors at the top. These doors to be louvred for 
ventilation and hinged to open sideways. They 
must not be hinged to the front of the housing as 
they then obstruct the stage view of the man 
adjusting and setting the lanterns. 

SHEET METAL HOUSINGS 
1. Sectional line drawing shows sheet metal 

housing for the Pattern 53 Mirror Spot with colour 
change normally used for circle front work . 

2. Sheet metal housing prices will be quoted on 
receipt of details . The standard housing is made to 
the dimens ions shown, in units each accommodating 
two lanterns and measuring 4 ft. 6 in. long and 
weighing 140 lb. (exclusive of lanterns). 

3. In the case of a curved front , any gaps between 
adjacent housings can be made good so that the 
top and bottom of the housing appear continuous . 

4 . It should be understood that the dimensions 
given in the sectional drawings are the minimum 
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Fig. 9.- Metal housings for Pattern 53. 
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requirements to house Pattern 53 lanterns . That 
is not to say that such a housing can necessarily be 
installed on any circle front without interfering 
with audience's sight lines , nor that a larger one 
must inevitably cause obstruction. 

5. While we are prepared to fix our housings 
to steel brackets , etc ., provided by others, we 
ourselves do not undertake the supply or fixing of 
such brackets . 

6. These metal housings are supplied finished 
with an undercoat of paint ready for finishing to 
match the existing decorations in the theatre. 
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