CARMEN A LACROIX

erhaps the 150th anniversary of Bizet prompted the
numerous productions of Carmen as “super-opera”

during the summer of 1989. Following productions at

Earls Court, designed by Stefanos Lazaridis, and at Bercy,
designed by Pier Luigi Pizzi, a third larger-than-life production
took place in the Ist-century BC Roman arena in Nimes, France.
Two thousand-year-old stone walls set the stage for a Carmen
with sets and costumes designed by French style-setter Christian
Lacroix, who created over 300 costumes including flamingo-pink
toreador capes and flamboyant red flamenco dresses, with layers
of lace appliquéd for a three-dimensional look. For Lacroix,
designing for this large-scale production meant more attention to
the shape of the silhouette rather than to the detail he puts into
his haute-couture collections. Seamstresses Patricia Morin and
Anne Carbiére supervised the construction of the costumes in
the Nimes workshops of the Cacherel clothing company, whose
owner, Jean Bousquet, is also the mayor of this Provencal French
town. After just three performances in the Nimes arena,
Lacroix’s costumes are in storage, and their fate is as yet undeter-
mined. But Carmen has been a tradition in Nimes since 1901

when the productions were complete with a staged bullfight, so

| B DESIGN SKETCHBOOK @ CAHIER DU DECOR ¥ NOTIZBUCH

1990 might just see Lacroix back in the arena.
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