
A change in direction 
RALPH KOLTAI DESIGNS METROPOLIS 
AND BEGINS A NEW CAREER 

[E] orty years and over 200 produc

tions later, Brit ish designer 

Ralph Koltai has decided to redi

rect his career . "I've reached a 

point where I ask, 'What' s next ?' ," 

commented Koltai when I spoke to him at 

his home in Kentish Town, somewhat 

chaotic as a consequence of his impending 

move to France. "I've designed for small 

theatres, big theatres , and explored all the 

possibilities - open stage, proscenium 
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arch, and studio spaces ." So after a lifetime 

of honours, Koltai is trying his hand at 

directing. "It makes so much sense . You 

can 't design effectively without under

standing directing. Designing is a 

conceptual art - what works on stage, 

blocking, balance - it 's all directing . I'm 

not the type of designer who can just put 

pencil on paper, create a design, then push 

it at the director and say, 'Now do some

thing with it!' I understand what I've 

• With over 200 productions to 

his credit, designer Ralph 
Koltai has decided to try his 
hand at directing. "I'm not the 
type of designer who can just 
put pencil on paper and cre
ate a design . I understand 
what I've designed and how it 
would work best on stage." His 
most recent design venture is 
the £2.5 million (US $4.2 
million) m~ical , Metropolis 
(1). "Most of my work is sym

bolic, using metaphors and 
modem art . Metropolis is 
much more accessible." 

• 
Apres la realisation des dec-
ors pour plus de 200 specta
cles, le decorateur Ralph 
Koltal veut se lancer comme 
metteur en scene au theatre . 
".fe ne suis pas le type de dec
orateur qui peut slmplement 
grlffoner un dessin . Mol , je 
comprends ce que Je cree et 
comment cela foncUonne de 
la meilleure fafon sur scene~ 
S\m dernler decor, pour la 
piece muslcale Metropolis 
(1) , a c6ute 2.5 mlllton de 
ltvres (US $4.2 million). •La 

pluspart de mon travatl est 
symboltque ,j'uUlise des met
apbores et des images de 
l'art moderne. Metropolis est 
beaucoup plus accessible~ 

T 
Nach Ober 200 Produktlonen 

als Designer hat Ralph Koltal 

entschleden, slch als Reglsseur 

zu versuchen. " lch bin nlcht 

der Deslgnertyp, der mlt 

elnem Blelstlft auf dem Papler 

eln Design entwlrft. lch ver

stehe, was lch entwerfe und 

wle es am besten auf der 

Biihen wlrkt. " Kiirzllch ent 

warf er das Design fiir das 2,5 

Mllllonen engllsche pfund (US 

54,2 MllllonenJ teure Muslcal 

Metropolls ( 1 J. "Fast alle melne 

Arbelten slnd symbollsch, un

ter Benutzung von Metaphern 

u!'1d moderner Kunst. Metropo

lis allerdlngs lst lelchter 

zugangllch ."' 
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