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A NEW
RAKE'S PROGRESS
OPENS IN BERLIN
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In February of 89 Berlin’s re-
nown Deutsche Oper commis-
sioned Jurgen Tamchina to direct a
new production of Igor Stravinsky’s
The Rake's Progress with sets de-
signed by Swiss-based designer Ro-
land Aeschlimann and costumes by
Beate Schwabenhaus. The post-
modern set, suggested by the
Hogarth paintings, which also in-
spired the opera’s libretto by W.H.
Auden and Chester Kallman, was
literally a huge picture frame with
ascending and descending lines
suggesting movement in place and
time. The sharp angling of stairs,
windows and perspectives in subse-

quent scenes paralleled the dis-
torted progress of the Rake as he
made his way through the London
demi-monde (1). Also effective was
the opening garden scene which
was dominated by a huge box
hedge atop which sat the hero
Tom, sung by Julius Best, dallying
away the day while below his
fiancee Ann Trulove, sung by Eva
Johansson, was dressed in a jump-
er that simulated the leaves of the
hedge. At appropriate moments she
could conceal herself within a
notch cut into the shrubbery (2).
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UK/SHOW PREVIEW

ABTT TRADE
SHOW 89

The Eleventh Annual Association of
British Theatre Technicians Exhibi-
tion of Entertainment Industry
Equipment will be held from
Thursday, May 18, through Satur-
day, May 20, 1989 at the Riverside
Studios, its home since 1984.

On display will be light and
sound equipment, scenic materials
and paints, staging and flying sys-
tems, tracks and trussing, flooring

and drapes, props and effects, and
stage hardware.

Organisers of this year’s event,
the ABTT, are expecting to better
the 2,350 visitors and 68 exhibitors
of last year. In anticipation, the
show will cover five studios at Riv-

erside, rather than the four of 1988.

Among the 1988 exhibitors were
Astralloy International, Avolites, CCT
Theatre Lighting, Celco, Cerebrum
Lighting, Furse Theatre Products,
Gerriets, Harlequin, Key Light (UK),
Lancelyn Lighting, Lee Colortran,
Philips Lighting, Rosco, Strand
Lighting, Teatro, White Light (Elec-
trics), and Zero 88 Lighting.

As in previous years, awards will

be presented for Product of the
Year, Technician of the Year, and
Stand of the Year. Space for prod-
uct demonstrations will also be
available to exhibitors.

For more information on the

1989 ABTT Trade Show, contact the
Association of British Theatre Tech-

nicians, 4 Great Pulteney Street,
London WI1R 3DF. Tel:
01/434-3901.
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