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UK/DANCE SPACE

BIRMINGHAM
BUILDS A NEW
FACILITY FOR THE
SWRB

Thanks to a £4 million (US
$7 million) grant from the Bir-
mingham City Council and the Arts
Council of Great Britain, Sadler’s
Wells Royal Ballet will become the
first resident company housed at
the Birmingham Hippodrome. Cen-
tral to the company’s move from its
current home at the Royal Opera
House in London is the con-
struction of 2 £3 million (US $5.25
million) rehearsal/administrative
complex at the Hippodrome. Speak-
ing at a press conference, general
director Jeremy Isaacs said, “The
facilities to be built and the new
money to be made available add up
to an offer we cannot refuse.” The
move to Birmingham will enable
the company to increase its ap-

pearances in Birmingham to five
weeks a season from the current
two, and to continue its current
18 week international touring
schedule.

The new 2,160 square meter
building will be built on the site of
the current Hippodrome admin-
istrative offices, which will move to
another building nearby, and an ad-
jacent warehouse. According to
John Douglas of the architecture
firm of Seymour Harris Partnership,
“the new space will house 900 -
square meters of rehearsal space. It
will accommodate administrative of-
fices, room for wardrobe storage, a
physical therapy room and a gym-
nasium, as well as plenty of room
for storage of technical equipment.”
Harris Partnership worked closely
with members of SWRB on the
building’s specifications. “Con-
struction of the space will begin in
June of 89 and we are planning on
Sadler’s Well Royal Ballet moving
into their new home in August of

1990, states Douglas. Working
with Seymour Harris Partnership is
structural consultant Cameron
Taylor.

The construction of a facility for
SWRB is part of an ongoing face-lift
for the Birmingham Hippodrome.
Built in 1899, the 1,950 seat the-
atre was closed for sixteen months
in May 1980 for a major rebuilding
and refurbishing. More than £5
million (US $8.8 million) was in-

vested in the rejuvenation. Most sig-
nificantly, in 1984 the stage and fly-
tower was doubled in size to 18
meters deep. At the same time, the
development of a suite of three spa-
cious dance studios provided on-
site rehearsal facilities for visiting
dance companies, like the Kirov,
opera companies, such as the
Welsh National, and West End musi-
cals, such as Singin’ in the Rain.
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Thousands and thousands of specialist lamps in stock
Next day delivery to many parts of Europe

Technical advice and assistance
Lamps from the world’s premier manufacturers from one source

STUDIO - THEATRE - PHOTOGRAPHIC - FILM - PROJECTOR - MICROGRAPHIC SN
DISPLAY - ARCHITECTURAL - MEDICAL - MARINE - PRINTING - GRAPHIC ARTS
GERMICIDAL - ACTINIC - BLACKLIGHT BLUE + XENON - MERCURY
SODIUM - METAL HALIDE - FLASH - FLOODLIGHTING - EXCITER

TUBULAR - PYGMY + MINIATURE - NAVIGATION - SEARCHLIGHT - SIGNALLING

Contact us today and we will make light of your lamp problems.
Lighting Technology Ltd, 2 Westpoint Trading Estate, Alliance Road, London W3 0RA, England.
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