
JAVA JIVE AND JAVA BAY 
NIGHTCLUBS IN TOKYO 
LDs Billington, McKernon and 
Kantrowitz with designer Lopata 
create high energy environments 
BY BONNIE SCHWARTZ 

DISCOTHEQUES 

• 
Though devoid of spinners, 

strobes , and flashers, there is 

a lot of kinetic energy in To

kyo 's Java Jive (1) andJava Bay 
(2) nightclubs . Designer Sam 

Lopata created wiggling sil

houettes and LD Ken Bill 
ington used mutating colour 

washes. 

• 
Malgr e ,m ma1UJue de 
strobos copes et d 'eclipse11rs, 
ii y a beauco11p d'energie 
cinetique da1ts Les boites de 
1tutlJavaJive (1) etJava Bay 

(2) de Tokyo . Le d ecorateur 
Sam Lopata a cree des sil-
1,ouettes rem11a1ttes et 
l'eclairagiste Ken Billington 

a employ e des bains de co11-
leurs nwtanls. 

P eople that frequent Tokyo nightclubs are 
very somber. There's no smiling. I'm sure 

they're having a good time, but it doesn't look as 
though they are," muses New York lighting de
signer Ken Billington, who collaborated with res
taurant designer Sam Lopata on Java Jive and Java 
Bay, two new Tokyo nightclubs. 

"When I began conceptualizing the design for 
the clubs, I wanted to create a completely different 
experience for Tokyo nightclubgoers," says Lopata, 
president of New York-based Sam Lopata, Inc. 
"Most of the clubs are 70s-style discos, with lit-up 
dance floors and lots of flashing lights. I wanted to 
go a little further, use a lot of color, get rid of the 
disco-ey spinners and strobes. I wanted to do a 
place with a smile." 
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Auch ohne rotlerende Ucht

quellen , Stroboskope und 

Flasher haben die Tokloter 

Nachteluba Java Jive ( I J und 

Java Bay 12Jjede Menge klnet 

lscher Energle. Designer Sam 

Lopata schuf slch bewegende 

Sllhouetten, und llchtdeslgner 

Ken Biiiington benutzte 

changlerende Farbfluten. 
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