
Edward Bond as, with some reservations, 
he granted the Evening News award (a bur
sary of £500 to the author of 'the most 
distinguished piece of new writing') to 
Rikki Beadle and his North London Col
lege group for their production of A - Z? 
Well, nobody who is anybody perhaps, 
except a great number of theatre-goers, and 
a great number of people who know just 
why they aren't theatre-goers. 

Not that A - Z (which was more a crowd
scene than a production, more a party than 
a play, and whose author apologised or 
boasted that it had only taken four days to 
write) might not prove commercially viable. 
It had the sort of rough energy and 
panache that so often tricks an audience 
into thinking that a statement has been 
made - an illusion worked by successes as 
dissimilar as Zigger Zagger, 0 Calcutta, 
and Carol Channing in Hello Dolly. But, 
despite Edward Bond's approval, its 
sprawling theme of 'Us now ... Our 

Jane Gibbings and Graham Frost who together with Eric Graham were 
the Directors of the Festival. 

Two of the five 
productions from the 
Goldsmith's College 
Drama Society, 
Private Lives 
by Noel Coward 
and Stevie 
by Hugh Whitmore. 

For Plays in all editions, from every 
leading Publisher 

For Books on every aspect of theatre 
and opera 

For Sound Effects on Record and 
Cassette - ask about the new 
CBS range from America and the 
Ariola range from Germany 

For a free mailing list to keep you 
up-to-date on the latest theatre 
literature 

For Gift Tokens for Samuel French 
and Charles H Fox (stage make-up) 

1980 marks Samuel French's 

l SOth Anniversary 

Visit our Bookshop for 

special exhibitions during 

the year 

Exhibitions in the Bookshop 

May 12-16 Plays and Players 

June 9-13 
June 16-20 
June 23-27 

August 4-15 
August 18-22 

SeptB-12 
Sept 15-19 

(Hansom Books) 
Chappell & Co Ltd 
Oxford University Press 
Faber & Faber Ltd 

Cambridge University P. 
Penguin Books 

Eyre Methuen 
Society For Theatre 

Research 

Please ask for full details of these and 
later exhibitions 

Samuel French Ltd & French's Theatre Bookshop 26 Southampton Street Strand 
London WC2E 7JE 01 - 836 7513 (Day & Night) Bookshop open Monday - Friday 
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