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EDITORIAL 

Frederick Bentham who is well known as a contributor to TABS 
and who has been responsible for Research and Development for 
most of his twenty-six years with the Company, has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy on the Board of Directors caused by the retirement 
of L. G. Applebee. 

* * * 

Stephen Joseph is already well known to TABS readers from his 
article on " Theatre in the Round ". With so much practical experi­
ence of the application of this technique he is obviously just the 
person to review Richard Southern's latest book. 

* * * 

Hon. Publicity 

Maurice Jackson is one of the founders of John Waddington 
Ltd., who, generally known now as makers of playing cards, were 
once solely concerned with publicity for theatres. 

He is still very much a part of their organisation, but is linked 
with A. E. King Ltd. for such theatre publicity work. He regularly 
lectures art schools on poster design. 

* * * 

The Belgrade Theatre, Coventry 

By the time this copy of TABS reaches its readers this new theatre 
will be open; an event, dare one say it, of rather more importance if 
rather less publicised than the opening of " My Fair Lady " at Drury 
Lane at about the same time, or is it? Anyway, Strand have provided 
the lighting equipment, remote control and associated wiring for 
both. The scale of the installation is very large in the one case and 
small but complete in the other. But both pale into insignificance 
beside the latest monster new theatre or opera house Germany may 
produce. Your editor in the light of his visits to many of these in 
Germany, can only endorse over and over again Mr. Kenneth Tynan's 
comparison between Dusseldorf and Coventry in the Observer 
recently. One day we must "do" a German theatre for the benefit 
of the less travelled of our readers. 

Meantime let us not fail to appreciate the very real achievement 
of Coventry and Middlesbrough, for thanks to our very different 
" climate " for theatre building they must surely represent a much 
greater expenditure of. human fortitude than the several hundreds 
of theatres, monster or otherwise, civic or otherwise, without which 
the Germans apparently consider life incomplete. Fortunately for 
us the Germans also consider virtually all these theatres incomplete 
without some Cinemoid colour mediums. 
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Demonstrations 

The attendance at lectures this season has been as varied and 
unaccountable as ever. Between 100 and 120 tickets have been issued 
for most lectures, while between 50 and 80 people have actually 
turned up. However, " Lighting the Scene " has proved to be a 
popular demonstration, attracting audiences of 90 and 100 for its 
two performances so far. Two new lectures, " Costume and Scenery 
for Amateurs", given by Miss Norah Lambourne, and "Planning 
the Stage", by P. Corry, have aroused an enthusiastic response the 
former filling the house. 

We regret that we have had to alter some of the advertised dates, 
as Mr. Bentham and some of his staff will be engaged in work on the 
production of" My Fair Lady" at Drury Lane during March and 
April. " Colour Music " has therefore been postponed until October 
17th next, and the "Basic" and "Lighting the Scene" demonstra­
tions will now take place on May 8th and May 22nd respectively. 

In addition to the evening series advertised in TABS, we have 
given fifteen day-time demonstrations, with several others already 
booked. These have been given to widely differing groups, who have 
written to us asking for special lectures. 

On April 10th at 2.30 p.m. (during the schools' Easter holidays), 
Mr. Bentham and Mr. Corry are giving a lecture on "Stage Lighting 
and Staging for Schools". This has been arranged for members of 
the teaching profession, who find it difficult to visit our Theatre in 
term time. 

There will also be two demonstrations in the Summer, on Wed­
nesday, July 23rd and Wednesday, September 3rd, at 2.30 p.m., 
primarily for the benefit of visitors from the provinces and abroad. 

Those wishing to attend any of these lectures should apply in 
writing as early as possible to Head Office, 29 King Street, W.C.2, 
marking the letter " DEMONSTRATION ". Personal applications 
can also be made at the Hire Showroom, at the same address, and 
the Sales Counter in 25 Floral Street, W.C.2. 

The recorded lecture has been sent out twenty-four times so far, 
drawing an audience of 1,200 persons. 

The first half of next season's programme will be published in 
September. 

* 

Exhibitions 

At the time this number of TABS goes to press this subject is 
prominent in the editor's mind but by the time the number is printed 
it will no longer be news. It is the annual Daily Mail Ideal Home 
Exhibition which acts as prompter. This year being its 50th year we 
are determined that it shall not go unnoticed. 
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It seems to us _that the decor in the Grand Hall is not only the 
most spectacular thmg yet attempted in this exhibition but that it is as 
perfect an example of the kind of realism which is born of the theatre 
that we are likely to see for a long time. 

The Grand Hall of Olympia has a character all of its own and 
seems to welcome s�ch a s�heme. Our part was to light the Hall in 
such a way as to give a mght effect to the whole area as daylight 
faded. The_photograph gi�es some impression of the result but does 
not do Justice to the movmg cloud effects. Visitors will know that 
th�y form a v�ry striking feature of the great west end of Olympia. 
It 1s ":ort� n_otmg that standard effects were used plus our latest and 
most mtngumg effect-tha� of clouds passing across and obscuring 
t�e moo�; t�e problem bemg how does the superimposition of two 
light proJectlons produce darkness? 

We are also contractors for the British Government Pavilion in 
the B�ussels _\Vorld Exhibition opening in April this year where we 
are usmg optical effects on a large Diorama of the Dounreay Reactor 
and !ighting a stage of traditional costumes. Through our many 
Con;menta� Agents, we ?ave supplied large quantities of standard and 
special equ�pment, particul�rly Pattern 2� spots, but our imagination 
has been stirred by the achievement of Firma W. Eichenberger (our 
Swiss Agent) in supplying Strand Snow Effects to the Swiss Pavilion. 

View 
_
of the 

_
Grand Hall, Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition 

shoinng projected cloud effects. 
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