
NEW SEASON AT NEW EXETER NORTHCOTT 
  
It's business at usual at Exeter Northcott, where the theatre's annual professional family pantomime, 
Cinderella ("By the end, the young crowd, like Cinderella, have had a ball." The Guardian), is pulling in the 
crowds with the biggest advance bookings the theatre has ever seen. Part of the recent £2.1 million 
redevelopment of the theatre included the addition of 31 extra seats to the all new seating in the auditorium, 
and so for the first time in 40 years - at the matinee performance at 1.30pm on Tuesday 18 December - a 
performance will have more in the audience than the original 433 maximum. Currently 458 are booked, but 
the few spare seats are expected to be taken. Tickets for Cinderella, and for the new Spring Season, can be 
purchased from the theatre's Box Office on 01392 493493, or online at www.exeternorthcott.co.uk from 19 
December. 
  
The brochure for the new season at Exeter Northcott is now 
available, and it reveals an exciting, entertaining, confident 
and challenging programme of productions and events. 
  
Highlights include Looking For JJ, an adaptation of Anne 
Cassidy's multi-ward winning novel (e.g. 2004 Booktrust 
Teenage Book, shortlisted for Whitbread Children's 
Book Award etc.) written especially for the 13 - 20 age 
group. Drawing on the blogging culture familiar to users of 
myspace, bebo and facebook, this production from Pilot 
Theatre Company is a thought provoking, powerful and 
gripping tale of suspense and intrigue. It stars Christina Baily (Hollyoaks), Rochelle Gadd (Grange Hill, 
Tracy Beaker, Hollyoaks), Davood Ghadami (Spooks, East Is East), Suzann McLean (Little Miss 
Jocelyn, Sing Your Heart Out For The Lads), Melanie Ash (Emmerdale) and Louise Kempton 
(Casualty). 
  
The theatre's own in-house professional company stage the UK premiere of The Notebook of Trigorin, a 
free adaptation by Tennessee Williams of The Seagull by Anton Chekhov. Williams takes this great play of 
human emotion, of the impossibility of people ever understanding each other, and makes it truly accessible 
for a modern audience. The production is directed by Exeter Northcott Artistic Director Ben Crocker. 
  
For very young children, Lyngo Theatre Company presents a musical theatre treat - the story of Hansel & 
Gretel told with this company's own special mix of multi-roled performances, 
captivating songs and haunting imagery. Other top class visiting professional 
companies include the south west's own Forkbeard Fantasy who bring their 
new show with an eco-twist Invisible Bonfires to Exeter Northcott. 
Forkbeard's last visit - with The Fall of the House of Usherettes - left 
audiences stunned at an extraordinary mix of live action, animation, filmed 
sequences, 3D projections and puppetry. Truly unique, and not to be missed. 

  
Equally stunning is black theatre company 
Nitro's production of The Wedding Dance. West 
Side Story meets Dangerous Liaisons in a passionate new love story, where the 
movement and energy of salsa drives a fiery and explosive narrative, telling a 
seductive story of aspiration and betrayal. Sensational salsa choreography is by 
Debra Michaels, and the production is directed by Nitro's award-winning Artistic 
Director Felix Cross. Other professional companies also add to the compelling 
new season mix, in the shape of Exeter based Theatre Alibi ("one of Britain's 
most inventive companies" The Guardian) with Spies, a bittersweet evocation of 
childhood with a gripping mystery at its heart, based on the book by Michael 
Frayn, also Birmingham Royal Ballet with three works spanning the last seventy 
years of British Creativity and English Touring Opera with three operas which 
include the UK professional touring premiere of Susannah by Carlisle Floyd. 
  



Exeter Northcott continued it's regular and expanding programme of community based participation work 
while closed for redevelopment for most of 2007, and the first of the theatre's two participation companies to 
make it back on to the main stage is the Northcott Young Company (NYC) with a musical production of the 
classic, much loved children's story Goodnight Mr Tom, adapted by the author of the original novel Michelle 
Magorian. Any young people, particularly boys 10 and over, who would like to take part in a workshop style 
audition in January for what will certainly be a heart-warming and uplifting production should apply now for an 
application form to Polly Agg-Manning, Participation & Education Manager, Exeter Northcott, Stocker Road, 
Exeter EX4 4QB or e-mail p.v.agg-manning@ex.ac.uk or call 01392 223985. 
  
More youthful players fill the stage during the Shakespeare Youth Festival in 
March. Available to all 16 - 21 year olds, it gives young people the opportunity 
to set up and run their own theatre company with complete creative ownership, 
leading to performing an abridged Shakespeare play on a professional stage - 
in this case that of Exeter Northcott, with the theatre providing mentoring and 
workshops. Go to www.syf.uk.com to find out more about this unique and 
fantastic event, of which actor Jeremy Irons said: "I think this work is 
absolutely on the button! It allows young people to work together and to 
experiment with their emotions, exploring something which is out of their 
normal cultural medium. I can think of no other agenda which has so many spin 
offs as doing a youth production of Shakespeare." 
  
As if all this wasn't enough, four amateur companies - one from the city of 
Exeter and three from the University - present productions of The Scarlet 
Pimpernel, Little Shop of Horrors, The Miracle Worker and The Mikado. 
There is professional music from clarinettist Emma Johnson; the legendary band leader and presenter of I'm 
Sorry I Haven't a Clue, Humphrey Lyttelton and his Band, and the Harpham String Quartet, and cutting 
edge stand up comedy from Andy Parsons and Rich Hall. 
  
All in all, there is something for every taste and all ages in the new spring season at Exeter Northcott. 
Bookings can be made by post at the moment, and by telephone,online and in person from the theatre 
from 19 December. 
 


