
A
ew weeks ago the Editor 
telephoned me and asked 
if we had done any 
interesting school 

contracts recently. "Well, I can think 
of two schools in interesting 
places", I replied having just 
travelled to the Isles of Barra and 
Shetland . 

Many people in the south of 
England who are not sure what 
happens north of Watford , have 
never travelled north of Hadrian's 
Wall and have probably never 
heard of the Antonine Wall, do not 
realise how large an area Scotland 
covers. It is about 400 miles by 
road from John O'Groats to the 
border - roughly the same 
distance as London to Glasgow, 
and that is only the mainland! 

The schools I am writing about 
are not on the mainland however 
and to get to them one has the 
pleasure of flying by Loganair, a 
Scottish airline which among its 
many routes flies the shortest 
scheduled flight in the world, 2 
minutes between islands in 
Orkney, a distance shorter than the 
main runway at Heathrow. Their 
flight timetable has some 
fasc inating footnotes - for 
example "Request Stop Only" -
one has visions of City gents wilh 
rolled umbrellas stopp ing a 
pass ing plane. 

But first to Barra, where the 
timetable adv ises that flight times 
are dependent on the tides at 
Barra. Barra 1s a small island lying 
about 80 miles west of the Scottish 
mainland, in the outer Hebrides. 

One fine day last summer I left 
Glasgow in the company of John 
Whitaker of Theatre Projects 
Consultants, to commission the 
technical equipment at Castlebay 
Community School. Somewhere 
over the Firth of Lorn the pilot 
turned round and handed John a 
map. "We're lost" I thought and 
whilst I had faith in John 's 
theatrical ability I wasn't too sure 
about his navigation. I needn't 
have worried - its just that 
Loganair pilots are friendly souls 
and thought we would be 
interested in picking out the 
islands we were flying over. A few 
minutes later we were landing at 
Barra airport - on the beach where 
fortunately the tide was out. 
Everytime I have been to Barra, the 
sun has shone, but I am assured 
that it 1s not always so, and one 
can believe it. The island is lashed 
by Atlantic gales and there are few 
trees to be seen. The houses 
themselves appear to be huddled 
into the hills against the storms . 

Castlebay is the only town on 
the island where the new 
Community School has been built. 
The school has been designed so 
that it can be used by the local 
community outwith school hours . It 
1s a single storey steel frame 
building, tucked into the hillside 
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