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4 Revolve hydraulic molor speed range control G
5 Prompl corner combined faciities panel and

communicalions rack

6 Light Palette and independents tralley,

the floats trough, the safety curtain
and drencher releases as well as a
hand held control on a long lead for
the stage revolve, The entire panelis
top it and confains a clock: Its
design was such as o require only
twa trunkings from elsewhere in the
building infothe panel. Incidentally
it will be noticed from the: picture
thal due 1o the lack of the Bentham
slope on' the electrical trunking it
has already become a lighling
storel

A word or bwo about the slage
revohve, Orginally the revolve was
operaled by a DC moloer driving &n
endless steel cable. The controls
were somewhat reminiscent. of
those of an old tram and ook up
quite & kot of space in the prompt
corner. The new system, nslalled by
Telestlage, is an hydraulic one. The
hydraulic pump s siluated in- the
boiler room at basement level and
the motor is immediately under the

revotee, driving pinch wheels which
bear onto the revablve ring. A control
box on  the mezzanine floor
adiacent 1o the revolve allows
swilches to be placed in two
positions. In the first posilion  the
revohve will operale at high speed
carying a maximum working load
of 5 lonnes: In the second posilion
the revolve operales at a lower
speed and is capable of camying a
waorking lnad of 10 lonnes. In the
lowier range the maximum speed al
the edge of the 35 fool diametér
ravolve i3 5 feel per second with
doubde that at the higher speed
range. The controller in the prompt
corner contains, as wellas the on/f
off swilch’ for the’ hydraulic pump
and ansdndicator light to show that
prassure has been generated, an
infindely. variable potentiometer
allowing conltrol of the revolve al
any-speed in either direction.
Beneath the stage the original

mezzanne floor has been extenden
further upstage soas to provide two
linked  band  ropms  somewhat
larger than those originally in the
theatre -as well as showers and
loilets, a lockable *cage” for high
risk items and a small wardrobe
room. - The  mezzamne. fioor s
somewhal lower than the floor of the
orchestra pil ‘and  provision  has
been made for a grand piano (o be
carried on a skave track which can
move up to double doors in the rear
of the orchestra pit allowing the
pianc o be moved easily into the
pit. The pit itself has bean much
enlarged ‘and in its fully opened
stale’  can. accommodale an
crchestra of 60, Infill rostrums of the
conventional thealrical form can be
intreduced and Whese have seals
placed upon them. Two removabla
access stairs for use in rehearsals,
pantormimes etc. have been de-
signed by the architect to lead from
the auditorium on the stage both left
and right. They-are only placed in
position when performances or re-
hearsals require them. The orches-
tra pit itself 15 backed with'a velour
curtain of the same colour as the
house labs which were designed by
Peler Rice,

The old stalls dividing tab-frack
has been replaced, A dummy beam
was construcled i theceilling of the
raar stalls, the lower face of which is
hinged allowing a lestoon curiain
concealed within {o be lowerad on
to' the tops of the seats. Instead of
the single curtain which fitted
across the centre of the stalls anly,
there are now three fesloon curlaing
50 that the curtain wall can exlend
{he fuilwidith of the auditonum 1o the
side aisles.

The two bars at circte and lhe
slalls level have been completely
refurbished. The circle bar 15 now
quite -magnmeent with ils new
carpel, curtaing and: a rather
charming fireplace In ‘one comer
but the stalls bar, while many times
better than: I was Detare
refurbishment started, is still only
part way towards a finished work. It
i ultimataly the intention (o provide
a central bar rather like the one at
thee hegher level bit this waork has (o
awail lurther Council-approval.

The main enlrance foyer has
been restored 1o s original glony
and the sweelie counter removed 1o
another place. Generally - Ihera
appears o be ralhier more usable
circulation space than there was in
18979 bul lhére are areas’ 'which
could well be improved when mare
money becomes available. The box
office could not be extended under
theterms obihe Council's brief but it
has been much remodelled inside.

“An adjustment o the counlers has

meant that the rostrums within can
be eliminaled and though the stalf,
not  surprisingly, find: much o
criticize it 13 probably a2 great deal
better than it was. The final solution
i5 1o find more space and, hopeiully,
introduce some form of computer
system. Bul thatis for the fulure as is
the final reworking of the dressing
room block: The dressing rooms

were usedas sile offices lormuch.of
the coniracl period and werg
repainted al the end of that peniod.
Apart from the infroduction of 2 new
slage call system inta the dressing
rooms they are largely unchanged
though, it has i be said, they are
distincthy fresher than they were,

LL imall this contract proved to
be a most mieresting one
camed out with great disc-

pline and sensiivity by the
city architect ‘and appears to have
eaged (he (heatregoers of the
distnct. . Technically there: are, ‘of
coursa; many things which fall some-
what shor of the oniginal ideaks and
many of these were due 1o lack of
rmoney: Some members of the public
complain - as some members of the
public always will — that the new
ventilating system’ s either too
draughty, too-stuffy, oo codd or too
hot. Some members of the stafl
compiain ' that they would  prefer
things to have been done this way or
that way bDal, having regard to the
compdexity of the operalion and the
comparatively short conlract time,
there i much that is pleasing inthe
theatre: and | must pay fnbute to the
patience and’ forebearance of the
technical staff of the bulkding who
suffered for two yaars in inadequats
workshops at the far end of the town
and whowere then pitehforked rather
rapadly into & buiding, by rio means
compiete one monih belore the first
pubhc petformance, and leamead 1o
pperale ther new techncal eguip-
ment which was far in advance of
amdhing they had had before, with
commendable speed and aplomb.
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Prosceniunm Opening 30f
Proscenium. feight 1o Pelmet
23h 3in
Heigfit to Grid (downstage)
S0f - 3%in

No. of Counterweight Sels 52

Length of bars 351t
Revolve digmeter a5ft
Stage Rake 1.in: 34 approx.
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