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FOR some fime now David Bird has been atl melowrilea
few inea ataul the Entertainment and Conveniion audio
visiial syslems insialled at the Regent Melbourne Hotel

The Regend is Melbourne's most speclacular holel
and ane ol Australias finesl internatsonal  standand
rotlels. B is located in whal is known as the 'Pars’end of
Collins- Sireal and Torms an miegral part of 3 massne
Busmnessi/Commercal development which occuples
almost-an enlice cily block

Those of you who can pul- ther hands on the
December 1980 moue of Tabs will abserve on (e front
cover an aenal pholograph of the Vicloran Ans Cenlre
Conoert Hall and in the top right hand comer One can
see - he Colling- Place twin lowers nearig completon.

The Regent Metbourne Hotel occupies the top ifteen
slorays of the uncompleled tower in the pholograph,
clarting at the 35th kaar which houses the Gallery Court
and piano bar, and rizing fileen storeys with-an atriam
type construction to the Nteth floor: Royal and
Presidential surles

Al of the accommodalion unils ans ana nged araund
he perimeter of the hollow tower construchcn and ofier
speclacular wews ol tha wner ity areas and
surrcunding parklands.

The atrium is rooted at Wity second Hoor level with a
space [rama constrection and 1he internal Spaca s lully
airconditionad. A series of sireamer ke banners are
suspended rom the space frame and form a ceihng
canopy for Ihe piang bar and gallery courl, These
banners are bt by 2EW fresnels suspended: from
mainienance. wallkways in the ‘space Irama. The
wallkwians Dave clear kan lloor panels S0 as to minimise
e LII'ISLQI‘ITI:I‘IE{,& |"!'I}-!'|'| DatDw,

Tou can imagme the apprehension of the comrmis-
SEOMING Qroup, Wiied Wa discovered that some of the
iexan panels are removable to facilitate re lamping of the
space frame luminaires.

The hiotel lobby, Reception and Banguelling aneas ane
kocated within the base buikding =t 151 and 2nd Hloor
fevels and are connected o the holel accommadalion
fower by 2 bank of exprass elevalons.

Lobley Treidal Dravies and Pariners: Pty Lid were the
majar services Consubing Engimesrs responsible for lhe
Elecirical, Mechanical, Automabons,  Security and
Spedialised Electrical Seraces degign for the entine
project Design and conslruction was a mae feal and
due to industial defays which resulted in the original
developers and builders bang placed in houdation the
project ook len years 1o complele,

Diring that hme Australia changed ower lo The meltne
syslem of measurermenis. However, the lask of moddying
the exaishing documaentation and nr-:nnc:inn ey dicu-
mentaton in metncs was considerad oo daunting and
the documeniabion  procesded o e old | imperial
syshem.

Thig office prepared the original briefs-and estimates
for whal we call Specialimed Elecirical Senaces and
hese comprise:-

*  House lhahling layouls and conlrod systems.
Special purpose ighting {Theatrical lighting) and
control system.

* Ao systems,

Closed circull lelevision sysiams.

*  Qulside broadcast cabling and regging
Ciaclslida projechion systems,
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Above: The view inside the atnium.

Conlerence leclern systam.

Specificalions, and. drawings were prepared  and
lenders called for each service, Rank Sirand were the
successiul tenderer for the House kghling and special
purpose ighting control syslems and the audio system.

The corferencefenterlainment areas compnse lhe
cast and wesl conlerence rooms, meating room:s and
associated fechnical service araas, A four hundred seal
hered  leclurer theatredauditonum s currenily  baing
documented for the holel,

The: 2asl conference room is the largesl, being
approximately 39m by 19m (13000 by B and is
provided with: conceated shding doubde partdsons o
enahle the area o be' subdoaded inlo thres separale and
independant areas of appraximately. equal size oF ong
large area. Throughout this article the three sreas are
referred to ag areas A B and .

Areas A, Band G combine as one area known as the
‘Grand Baliroom® and in this mode of usage the two pairs
o doading walls are fully wabhdrawn and concealed in
special wall recesses,

The wisible ceiling for the 'Grand Ballroom' comprises
T4 1 inverled Square pyramedal borms kndwn a6 ‘pelals’
and arranged ina modular pattern over the entire ceiling
area, The pelals -are approximately 780mm’ (30m)
squawe. Bach’ patal s separaled (rom (the olhers by &
230mm (2in) open space which contains ihe outlels for
all the: ceiling serices, L& luminames, power autiels,
microphone: and speakeor outlels, C.C. TV camera plug
in:paints, air- condilioning, sl difusers, suspension
points, cyclorama Wrack, elc.

The pelals are fied 10 a labrcated stesl frameawork
which 13 suspended from (he slrectural slab above by
suspension rods containing vibration isokalors. These
rods pass through & second suspended ceiling whichis
Emown as the aeouslic ceiling and lonms the frue cailing
b tha space.

The ceilling petals are labncated from sheet metal and
have a laminaled brass surface and are suspended
approximately Sm (171} above figor level. The ceding
gpace above the petats and all caling supporting
slraciure and ofhersenices con lained within the ceiling
space are painied matt black so that the cefling petals
appear suspended in spacs -and- become he wsugl
cedling 10 - arca,

The ceilineg suppoet grid also confaing a suspension
sysiem lor special purposs hghting lurminaires, louwd

REGENT MELBOURN!

L]

Inset: the Grand Ballroom.
speakers, C.CTV. cameras, survedlance cameras,

simullansoys  inlerpratalon oullels, hghiing . bars,

banners, efc. and comprises 235 standard television

sludio landsrn spigoed sockets and dedicaled paichable
alecincal aullels.

The lighting  installalion: is dwided intc two snde-
pendently supphed and controllable sactions which are
denofed - ‘House  Lighling’ -and ‘Special  Purpose
Lighting’

The housa lkghting comprses. the permanenily in-
slzlled dimmer controlled kghting systems and public
safely lighting sysiems.,

The specil purpose kghting syslenm comprses the
permanently mstalled suspension -svslem and: the
associaled distribUlron &nd dimmer control system
which 15 provided o enable addiional *Special Purpose’
lanterns o be sel up as required fos partecilar fenclions.

The caaling also conlams sixdy. Alted’ speakers -and
enclosures which lorm e basis of adistrbuted sound
remforcement system.

The “Grand Ballroom’ i lully carpeled and the walls
are vibration solated from the struciure above and are
surfaced with allernaling 230mm (2in) wide. panals of
metal lammnated plywood and 760mm (30in) wide
panels ol fabnc covered acoushic absorbent malerial
The acouslc pansts cover from abowve the [Boor sanvices
skirting duct to the chair rail and Trom above the.chatr rasl
to the cailing: petal line,

A ocontinuous 450mm (18] ‘high, hinged 1l up
skirting flap conceals all the technical sernces. These
SEATORS COMDNSE.

* Single phasa and [hree phase power oullsls.
Dedicated patchable specal purpose flighiing
outkels,

Housa hghling remate conlrgd plug-in: points.

Special purpose lighting ‘control plug-in points
* Microphone and ling level balanced line plug in

poirls.

*  Talk back system outlels,

Speaker line pleg-in paints,

Leclery plug-in points:

*  EBlide projecior slide change confral plug-in poinls,

*  Andio system remole volume contral plug-in points.

* Chosed circuil lelevision phug-in poinis,

*  Master gnlenna lelenision plug-in’ poants.

* Bimultanecus interprelalion system Boor inducive
loop lerminalions.



