
If readers wish to continue 
receiving TABS after they have 
moved house o, theatre it would 
be most helpful ii they could 
advise us of their change of 
address. 

ll would also be very helpful if 
they gave their previous address 
because we don't have a crystal 
ball on our desk and it is 
probably only because the TABS 
secretary can recite the mailing 
hst backwards, and recognises 

TABS AND MOVING 
HOUSE 

names thal she can trace them 
from county 10 county. 

If you wish 10 receive TABS on 
a regular basis. out do no1 get 
your own personal copy. wnte 10 
me at P.O. Box 51, Great west 
Road, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 
9HR, f:ngland, giving me the 

address to whieh you wish your 
copy to oe sent and explaining 
your interest, and we will be 
pleased to add you to our new 
computer list 

We are happy to send TABS 
twice a year (al somewhat 
irregular inteJVals, dependmg on 
the Edtfor's work load) 10 
Archite<::ls, Consultant Engmeers, 
Theatre and Television folk and. 
of course, anyone mterested in 
amatevt and educational drama. 

FROM 
THE 

EDITOR NEWS FROM THE GOLDEN WEST - STRAND CENTURY 

NEW ROLE FOR 
JACK WATLING 

Many TABS readers know Jaci< 
wathng. For seven years 'Our Jack' 
resllessty patrolled the Pennines 
and lhe South Lancashire Plain '°' 
Strand. 

More recently he has tra~sed a 
wider ,yo,td of tundra and alpme 
meadows in our cause. 

Now another widening of the 
Walling h0<1z011. He has joined 1hat 
new and rumbustoous olfspflng. 
Strand CommerciaJ Ughling, as 
I heir Export Sales Manager where 
his role w1U be the evet wider 
spreading of the ENVIRON range of 
dimmers. Fo, delaJls ol the revolu· 
ti0<1a,y ENVIRON 2 see page 3 I. 
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END OF A THEATRE LIGHTING ERA 

Mantrix 2. 

E.nd of a Theatre Lrghting Era -
but everybodys looking very 
cheerful about ill Our photo was 
taken al a presentation to Fred 
Bentham - forme, TABS Editor 
and Technical Drreclor of the old 
Strand Company. when Mike 
Lowe the General Manage1 and 
Director of Strand presented 10 
Fred the very last Pall 23 that can, 
or ever will, be made. 

Unfortunatety diligent research 
does 1101 reveal !he actual number 
made but the best indication is 
lhal ii would be about 500.100. 
Off1cially half a million have been 
made but ot course there were 
pre-production protOlypes, odd 
units used for proving tools etc. 
that found !heir way into the Hire 
Department and are no doubt still 

in use somewhe,e so one cannot 
be exactly certain. 

I suppose if any one lantern 
symbolised British theatre lighting 
it was probably the Pait 23. ll was 
even used by the post of1ice when 
the philatelatic bureau al 
Edinburgh used ii in oullme 1or 
cancelling first day oove,s of the 
British Theatre issue of postage 
stamps. It is extraordinary 10 think 
thal ii was over lhirly years ago 
thal lhe Pait 23 was introduced. 

Originally the Pan 23 was 
Intended for a 25CYN lamp then, ii 
was somewhat grudgingly 
approved for SO<J,N and we know 
that brave spirits all around the 
world have from lime to time used 
65(],N TH lampsl 
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