FROM
THE
EDITOR

NEW ROLE FOR
JACK WATLING

Many TABS readers know Jack
Watling. For seven years *Our Jack’
restlessly patrolled the Pennines
and the South Lancashire Plain for
Strand,

Maore recantly he has traversed a
wider world of lundra and alpine
meadows In our cause,

m;‘.
e

Mow another widening of the
Wathing hosizon. He has joined thal
new and rumbuslious offspring,
Strand Commercial Lighting, as
{heir Export Sales Manager where
his role will be the ever wider
spreading of the ENVIRON range of
dimmers. For details of the revolu-
tionary ENVIRON 2 see paga 31,

If readers wish to confinue
receiving TABS after they have
moved house or theatre it would
be most helpful if they could
advise us of their change of
address.

It would also be very helpful if
thizy gave their previous address
because we don'l have a crystal
ball on our desk and it is
probably only because the TABS
secretary can recite the mailing
list backwards, and recognises

TABS AND MOVING
HOUSE

address to which you wish your
copy o be sent, and explaining
your interest, and we will be

names that she can frace them
fram county 1o county.

If you wish to receive TABS on
& reguiar basis, but do nol get
YOur awn personal cogy, whte 1o
me at P.0. Box 51, Great West
Road, Brentford, Midalasex TWE
9HR, England, giving me the

pleased fo add you fo our new
computer list.

We are happy o send TABS
twice & year (al somewhal
irreqular intervals, depending on
the Editor’s work load|] o
Architacts, Consultant Engineers,
Theatre and Television folk and,
of course, anyone interested in
amatewr and educalional drama.
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Mantrix 2.

Mini Light Palette.

End of a Theatre Lighting Era -
bul everybodys looking very
chearful aboul it! Our pholo was
laken al a presentation to Fred
Bentham - former TABS Editor
and Technical Director of the old
Strand Company, when Mike
Lowe the General Manager and
Director of Strand presented to
Fred the very last Patt 23 that can,
or ever will, be made.

Untortunately diligent research
does not reveal the actual number
made but the besi indicalion is
that it would be about 500,100,
Ofiicially half a million have bean
made bul of course there were
pre-production prolotypes, odd
units used for proving tools elc.
that found their way into the Hire
Department and are no doubt still

in use somewhera 50 one cannol
be exactly cerlain.

| suppose if any one lantern
symbolised British thealre lighting
it was probably the Fatl 23. It was
even used by the post office when
the philatelalic bureau at
Edinburgh used it in outline for
canceliing first day covers of the
British Theatre issug of postage
stamps. It is exiracrdinary to fhink
that it was over thirty years ago
thal the Palt 23 was introduced.

Originally the Palt 23 was
imended for a 250W lamp then, it
was somewhat grudgingly
approved for S00W and we know
thal brave spints all around the
world have from time to time used
BS0W TH lamps!



