they not too rouble free and
afficient? s the obd story of steam
rallways versus electic. Your Editor
= an unashamed admirer of the
elementals of fire and water and
thus steam and by extension of arc
famps and thousand foot spools.
But | suppose it |- had to work with
the eguipment evary day | would
come to Strand Cinema Equipment
and choose he latest!

Ihope | have managed o convey
some of my admiration for the fine
group of enthuskasts who make Up
the trustand for the work — no,
defightful pleastne — wiich they
undertake,

The wistt also made me wonder i
there was any inlerest invintage
stage lighting equipment? hany of
us know the good James Laws of
Attleborough, but is he a lone
enfhusiast? | remember storing for
some years a 3 File, that lamous
lighting system of the 60¥s, inthe
hope that someona would ghe it a
home, but no one was interested
and sadhyinto the skip it went —
probabtly, the last of its Kind. I
anyane is inferasted w ths fald,
TARS would be pleased o put them
roiitialiy i touch

But to refurn to the workd of film,
the Trest hane quarterly meelings
where sueh fascinating matiers as
cemonstrations: of pre Technicolor
colour systerns gre given. For 8
future meeting a sound or disc
demaonstration is promised. A
quarterly newskstter keeps the
pational membershipin olch amd
they are looking for new members.
Theannual subscription is still
anly £5.

My companion of 1he vizil has
contributed a summing up which 1
am delighted to put before TABS
readers complete with the Editorial
Sealof Approwval,

“Therg is no guestion aboul /, the
PPT is seeking a much larger
membership but our dificulty in
gamng the extra numbers: s the
probiem of making contact with
those folk who understand and
appreciate the pleasura of old,
professional fiim eguipment. In the
old days of “The [deal Kinema™
magazine i was easy to make such
comact but those: days have gone.
When | learned that Richard Harris;
Editor of TARS wished to Know more
aboul the Trust | was pleased o
irvie him to come along and see s
at Berkhamstead. The pleasire
Became real when | discovenad that
Hichard expenenced the same
enthusiasm in just being around ofd
film sgquipment that many of our
memeers feel, The PPT is nat
ashamed to admil Ihat both
nostalgia and reminiscence are rife
amang members, IFany reader of
TABS would like to come along and
see Us at Berkhamslead with a view
Io/possible mambership, we extend
a welcome, The first Salurday in
each month is our ‘work-day' and
We can guarantes an enjovable visit
if youl have even only the slightest
interash in cineIma equipiment,
projection rooms or studios” [l

The Progected Picture Trus
hembership Secrelary is:
Jonathan Banks, 2 Templars Place,
Marlow, Bucks.

Telephone: Marlow 72745

Cray: Unbricige (0B895) 52191,

THE “BRASSERIE DE
LA PAIX” IN THE
ANGEL HOTEL

CARDIFF

THIS wary nicely done evocation of
the style of Louis XV1 was designed
by Giaorge Bullin of Messrs. Dry,
Hastwell, Butlin, Bicknell,

Like all the best of the most
recently designed holel restaurants
the lighting 15 itself not onhy a vital
part of the whiole design, but the
lighting intensity in different areas,
and fordiffierent fithings, is parnt of
fhe overall design piciure, After all,
Iighting should be bright encugh at
lunch time not lo give any fesling
of entering & gloomy almosphere,
but in the evening a restaurateur
will want his lighting o be gt & low
and romantic enough level to
encourage the consumption of the
second bottle of wine.

Al thie Angel the lighting control
15 vig a Gx 2 5k EMVIRON rack,
with pre-set pushbuttons
posibioned for easy control by the

hotel staff,

Whiy is it that whenever the Editor
visils such romantic EMNWIRORN
controlled establishments inthe

course of his travals he never
SEems 1o have any belter compan-
ion at his table than the Daily

Telegraph? [ ]

HOISTING THE VALUE
AT TELESTAGE
The Editor goes to Burny St

Ectmunas:to fnd odt about the Mark
i Telestage Self Climbing Houst

AS TABS readers will kriaw, the
Edifor never neglects an opporunity
towisit East Anigha, one of his
favoiirite parts of the world.
refightful marked towns, with many
171 and 18th century buildings
served by the dear old Greal
Eastern, now sadhy merehy Easterm
Heagion of Britsh Hail.

Cutside Buny St Edmunds may
beafound the bright new aluminium
clad headquarters of Telestage. a
company which for lhe last few
years has besn part.of our group.

Some years ago Telestage
developed the orginal Self Cimbing
Hoist, Its new philosophy won
immediate acclaim in the world's TV
stidios, not okt as a new approach
o studio hoists, but because of
changes it made possibla in the
overall sludio design,

The hoist consists of a bar, of
various lengths depending on fs

destined koad, & device to take
power and confrol cables lo the
miotor which form part of the bamel
assambly.

All this means that instead of
telescopes or grid mounted
motorised bars oreven, as inan old
film sfudio, gantries slung from the
grid on chains, a simple press on a
bution raises or lowers whatever is
fived fo the bar. It may be lanire 5Ks,
or Strand's new floods,

The main invention is that the
motor i actually part of the raise
and lower bar-and moves with i
This one simphe bul brilliant idea
immediately eliminated much of the
arids necassary for conventional
hoists and brings e cost very close
tothe mantal grid and telescops
suspension system.

How does this hoist, now under
Editorial scrutiny differ from s
haonoured ancestors? For readers
familiar with the warld of stage and
studio equipment a glance at tha
view capiured by the Ediorial
Pentax will reveal some of the main
simplifications whilst others are
hidden withn.

Ferst, the: "flip flop” supply cable
systern has been discarded in

favour of two salf coiling cables
supported about the suspension
wire ropes. This is & recently
deveioped product, at this size,
which uses a nylan ouler casing
round the cable which is cooled to a
very low temperature while coiled,
a0 that it takes a “memory” of the
coil and thus, ke the Editor to East
Anglia, it constantly saeks torelum.

The gearbox within the spina is 8
high ratio warm gear unit, slighithy
langer than Telestans's own purpose
designed spiroid gearbox used in
the Mark | The gear reducer only
suppors one bvin groove pile wind
drurmn; limiting the Suspension ropes
o ane at each end, not two pairs as
in the onginal design.

Operation conlintss 1o be by
pushbuttons mounted “geographi-
calty™ ona mimic of the particular
studio layout. The batch being made
cluring my visil were actually
destined for a contract in Egypl.

I personaily think one of the
cleverest features, of all Telestage's
hioists-is the load montoring device
that: stops 1he hoist ever being
lowered tod far. For example, a hoist
Ioaded with luminaires crashing into
the top of a standing scenery flal,
This 15 how the device = known as
the “Slack Rope Detection System”
~ works.

As therhoist operates, switches
coniralling current to the molor are
hedd i the: closed position by the
lension in the supporting wire ropes.
The instant that tension is removead
and the ropes generate a skack
condition, micro switches open, the
circuit is broken and the mator
immediataly stops. When a test was
offerad onhythe Editor's lack of long
curly locks stopped him standing
under two SK's as they descended
ten fieet in fifteen seconds.

Whatewver the detailed design of
the hoist one thing doesn't change.
All receive the same attention 1o
safety. There is no option on safaby. i
is: one of (ha built in virlues of any
hoists delivered from Bury St
Edmiunds.

Contiriued overfear
ot




