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Thierefore, at ford, it was nalural
bo-consider what used 1o be called
“bleacher” seating but (s now move
appropately known as retractable
sealing. Hank Sirand Seating was
an  early choice, mot only lor
BCONOMmIG consideralions Bl
because the seat siyles and
mechanical devices marketed by
thal firm seamed most appropnate
o the needs o this parlicular
Eroech and most particularky -
because the managemeant and staflf
al Lowlon and Brentford was known
lo be receplive o proposals for
modification, and fully prepared to
reat each progect as a "oneg off.
Geaofft Malyneux {ake a bow!

Afler a lol of discussion, drawing
time, mock-ups and modification to
suit the il picking Thealre
Consultant - to say nothing of the
Architect and Interior Designer -
the fnal design was agreed. A
single len row unil, with 27 seg
and 2 gangways per

was
installed complete with alectncally

oparated - retraction. Il can be
openad or closed in less than wo
mmutes, The compromss in this
nstance was the dec 110 fold

and unfold the seals manually,
whilst:  effecling . lraction  and
reiraction. by eleciric drives:

However, the manual part of the
operation was speeded up with the
ad of a simple modiication
by one of the Design
that even an ageing

Team, s0O
cargtaker can parform it without risk
to his hernial Theentirg process - in
aither direction - can ba completed

|'.l'_.' Qonea i](‘.r._qf_,'lr'l iIn unaer Teire
wies, Compare that wilh the
anual removal and stacking: of
270 fixed, but sell ipping, theatre
seats!

It had been intendad to extend
this. machamsation wilh-a sacond
vl for-the first six rows of seals
immediately in front of the slage

OOD FOR NOTHING

process of fturning an outline
Archilect’s Brief into a detailed one.
sufficient to say that our iirst edition
for Dartford was costed out at about
£im  more than the Borough
Treasurer's target figure of £4m, so
that, inevitabdy, il had o be pruned.
The range of hoped for activilies
was rationalised and the emerging
piciure showead that more than 60%%
of the proposed happenings
required a raked or tiered
auditodium;, whilst about 40% very
definitely required a flal floor. The
maost difficult task of all was
establishing the maximom number
of seals in relation (o the anlicipated
ligred seating paftern of use. Early
hopes for a 1200 sealer were

pruned when the capital cosls
proved  excessive, and the
maximum auditoriom  size, for

which funds were avallable, was re-
calculaled al 900. The stage area
was adjusted o be generally
acceplable 1o lhose types of
companies or productionswilling to
perform o a maximum of 900.

Whelst, doubfless, administrator
Colin Bissett would lke a 1200
sealing capacity on occasions, the
front of house back-up: facilities,
bars, foyers, toilets, etc would have
required an increase in space of
about. 33%. In the end, the Council
was persuaded that an auditoriom
sealing as many persons as lhe
Lylileton Theatre: in the Mational
Theatre complex, was probably
aboul right for one which must
necessarily compromise the ideal
slatistics and acouslics for opera,
bBallet, music and drama.

Aesthetically speaking lhe result
has been O produce an ambience
maore intimate than the Lyttieton,
with a compromise bul vanable
acoustic, generally acceplable o all
users. But more of that later.

Having established the optimum
seating capacity, the most desirable
floor formats and the more obvious
uses, the Design Team embarked
on-a study to ensure thal the
changes of form could be effected®
quickly and economically. The ever

increasing surge lowards mecha-
nisation has landed more than one
theatre in economic difficulty, to the
certain -knowledge of this writer.
Modern technology is fine, in the
context of increased eficiency,
when lhere is a regular pattern of
use involving rouline sweal, toal or
drudgery! The warning belis start 1o
sound, however, when —one
considers the introduction of too
much high-fech into tedally volatile
and flexible situations; and: multi-
purpose halls  or  theatres are
precisely that! Thus, some degree of
compromise seemed prudent and,
at The Orchard, has proved
justifiable, Our solulion was 1o
mechanise the drudgery — as far as
possibie - but mechanically assist,
without' complete mechanisation,
whera flexibility. is required,

If the auditorium ina mulli
purpose: building . s’ fo become
financially.  wiable, it must be
possible to change quickly from a
flatthoor formal to tiered seating ina
matter of minutes, nol  hours.

However, the solution for this
parlicular problem was nob quile 50
straightiorward. In order to produce
the maximuem: fiat floored area for
evenis which were nod theatnical in
style, it was decided that the main
body of the hall, bensath the
refraclable sealing, should be at the
same level as the stage surface
itzell. This i5 not a particularly new
“trick”, butl by putting the first six
rows oMo an elevator itis possible
lo raise {or lower) the elevalor in
order 16 rermowve the seats, and then
o raise the alevator to slage lavel.
Thus, a flal floor area can be
produced, including the whole of
he stalls seating area logethar with
the stage and orchestra pit, italling
670 s0. matres.

Unfortunately, one of the
problems on that particuiar sitess a
high water table and i was
established at an early date thal the
cost of arranging bleacher siorage
beneath the stalls area would be (oo
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