HALL-NOTTINGHAM

Whal are the minimum essential
uses for ilying? First, it must always
be possible o hang things over the
stage. This requires "skyhooks”; as
many as possibleand al centres thal
can be linked with simple pipes of a
lightweigh! Iruss when necessary
This will provide for suspending
exira lighting for television or pop
rigs, the cinema screen and smaller
slide projection screens and for the
banners and siogans customary at
party pditical conventions. and
zales conlerences. Twenly-five
motor driven paint hoist units were
therefore provided in the roof void
above the hall al approximately 3
meire centras in rows ol five. The
lifing hooks disappear inlo- the
ceiling whean not in use and lower 10
slage level lor rigging. Thosein the
canopy area pass lhrough malch-
ing holes in the canopy. Of course,
nothing can be flewn aul of sight bul
this passibilily was eliminated when
the decision lo have no liylower was
taken, The type of tounng show
emvisaged will rarely expec! lo be
abde to fly in the theatrical sense;

TAGE Lighting is not so
much a problem. A big,
weally situated, front of
house  lighting bridge was
incorporated into the ceiling design
and slols in the side walis also give
an exceilent choice of lighting
posilions. The canopy was also
provided with two posilions lor
stage lighling from above the plat
form. The ceiling bridge and side
slots had o be behind glass lo
praserve theacoustic integrty of the
ceiling. On the canopy the lighting
posilions are covered by shding
doors when not inuse. Finally, lor the
benefit of lelevision and other
specialist users, ZKW and SkW
sockets ware distributed liberally in
the wing spaces, on the side stages
and choir liers and in the rool space.
A total of 120 dimmers controlled
from a 1896 way Galaxy memaory
board were provided for theatrical
lighting. A full range of one and two
kHowatl spothighls are installea on
Iha bridge, in the slols and on the
canopy,
mtany are fitted with remole colour
change. The remainder of the 190
operative Galaxy contrals are used
lor a hixed installabon of concer
downlighlers over the platform, the
house lighting and a colour flood-
lighting instatlation that uses the
exlensiva suraces of the rool and
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upper side walls to provide varying
colour lighting effects more related
o pop psychadelc lhan super
cinema, Maturally, remole riggers
control is provided for Galaxy and
Sirand enginesrs also devised a
permanently installed remole con-
Iral using the riggers wiring lhat
allows the Stage Manager, front of
house manager, or projectionist,
access to select and control fagesio
100 mamories so that they can take
full advantage of the effects lighting,
If-all this is insufficient, 2 400 amp
three phase supply is available on
the platiorm for the porabie
dimmers used by louring shows
and TV,

HE sound system in a

classical concerl hall 15

ustally delerminedly unob-
frusive. For classical concerls al
Modtingham this isindeed trus, agno
reinforcement or electro-acoustic
devices are needed of necessary.
But, and reatise that this change o
use can happen within hours, when
anything else is5 happening on
stage, full sound facilities are
essential. Big pop lours will, of
course, bring their own rig complete.
Al they need s power and a confrol
posilion. This is provided m the
centre of the rear stalls where seals
can be removed and the sound desk
instafted, Floor ducls (o the stage
keep cables clear of gangways,
Every other user expects (he sound
o be provided and ready for im-
mediate use, andindead, itis. Atrap
if the acoustic canopy opens and a
large G.7m wide sound bridge
containing 36 loudspeakers lowers
automatically o ils predetermined
height, 3.4m loudspeakes lowers
are wheeled on from the wings and
hixed loudspeakers in the audi-
torium walls and balcony ceilings
are swilched on. Microphoneas may
take a little longer bul, with the
Strand Sound mixing desk along-
side the Galaxy in the combined
lighting and sound control room at
the rear of the stalls, {or when
necessary, moved into lhe open
stalls operating position)  the
facilities are excellent.

Specialist Sub-Contractors
Stage Lighting Equipment;
Rank Strand

Stage Sound Equipment:
Rank Strand Sound

2 The Congen Prath

3 T Sound Bricdpe Consamng i n

THER lacilities thal space
does not permil to
mention in defail include

afuli size orchestra pit below the hirst
four rows of sealing, a wide screen
3amm hlm projection syslem, a
large electronic concert organ,

Strand Sound paging and commu-
nications, and, for the convenience
of stage stafl, a special Rank Sirand
wirkhight swilching system.
Dressing rooms are ciose 10 the
stage and comforlable, air condi-
tioning works well and siently,

sealing is comiorable, the foyers
arg extensive and have large and
attractive well slocked bars,
Dutside, the building is modern and
walcoming and a special properly
conlroversial necn lighl animated
‘sculpturg’ (nol by Rank!) clearly
marks the building a5 a home of the
arls, enlighlenment-and joy.

Mattingham has done itself prowd
and not least, s lechnicians who
have been given facilities 1o slage
the oflen daly change of
programme thal cannot be easily
beltered.
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