Last year in the first of s seres
we discussed our agent for the
Irish Republic, Bourke Strand
Eleciric, who operale in Dublin
under the leadership of the Amous
Kevin Bourte,

Owr agents in different parts of
the world obwiously vary greally in
the size of their operations, but nol
in their knowledge or enthusasms
which remain the constan! 3clors,
everywhare in the world, the Strand
banneris fiving. On literally the
opposite side of the warld, in
another island, Japan, there is
another Strand agent, the Yamagiwa
Corporalion. This company covers
the whaoile fighling spectrum from
domestic filings to television SK's.
THE Yamagiwa Corporalion was
establizhed in 1923, Shortly after
World War Il the President ol
Yamagiwa, Hyogo Konagaya was
among the firsl businessmean in
Japan o take note of the wide
Interest in lighting in continental
Europe. He believed that lhe same
interest in lighting would follow in
Japan, so he sel about obaining
licensing agreements from some
of the world's best known lighting
manufacturers and designars. As
his company progressed, it began
o develop ils own design experlise
and skill, of which more later.

Ever since the foundalion of he
company Mr. Konagaya and his
assaciales have made their main
mission in lile the promotion of
imported ighting (o ._I;jr:-:}r..

It was this tradition of importing
the best from everywhere in the
world that, | will modestly say, led
Yamagiwa fo the doors of Strand
some years ago. | suppose one of
the things, as a Strand man, that
always pleases me is that the
countries in the world which are
generally considerad 1o be the
mast advanced technically Le. he
US4, Japan and Weast Germany
are all Strand stronghoids.

Ag wall as the import business,
ihe olher side of Yamagiwa's
aperation is the development ol
their own lighting products which
are aimead al the commercial and
domestic ighting market. In 1568
they exhibiled their own equipment
al the Hannover Fair, whera
some of their designs were award
winners, In fact they have been
Hannoves prize winners no less
than 44 limes

Yamagiwa have ninglean shops
Ihroughaut Japan with over ¢
sa.m. of lloor space devated |
lkghting while their tatal sales
reaching a staggering £150m per
annum. This September they are
opening a brand new slore with a
4,000 sg.m. floor space - lor
paople such as your Editar who
can'l be bathered with mealnic
measurements, ths is very nearly
an acre. They reckon il will be the
langest shap in the world devolad
entirely lo lighling. Yamagqiwa also
have a farge liohting laboratory for
their development work.

It'iz now three and a half years
since our Japanese agent began
o reprasent Strand thaalre lighting
and lanirg television lighting in
Japan. Since then Galaxies, Duels
and all the old familiar Strand
names ara becoming as well
known in the Land of the Rising
Sun as in Erin's Fair [sle.
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