FRANK
MATCHAM

a footnote 1o the Aberdeen
article
by Fred Bentham

IT i curipus that the thealre
architect whose name we hear
more than any other loday died way
back in 1920, Even before the
current spell of restoration and
refurbishment of Edwardian
iheatres, his was the name thal
came o mind first. And 1o many, itis
still likely that a picture of one of
those buildings is whal is conjured
up by the word ‘theatre’. They were
real theatres. The (heatres of
between the wars, which ioliowed,
were not only few in number but
could easily be confused with the
cinema thealres. And as lor those of
the sixties and sevenlies, of 1oday,
thosa that have real character have

Frank Matcham.

o be regarded as special one-offs.
There is no such thing as a typical
post Hitler War theatre.

While 1 is pessible 1o lump the
Edwardian thealres together as gilt
multi-lier houses wilth side boxes
and a well defined pros. opening
complele with safely curtain and
house tabs; the connoisseur can
not only idenlify the work of diflerent
architects but the pericd of a
parlicular 'Matcham'. One used
glibly to say that Frank Malcham
bullt twio hundred theatres bul the
book devoted to him plays sale with
“Between 1879 and 1912 he
designed over 150 sumpluous
theatres, more than twice as many
as his nearest rival.™

sealing capacities were  high,
compared to our own fime, even in
the smaller Iheatres; and such
buildings must not only be looked

at for the vanety of their theatrical
decoration bul for their = skilliul
planning. Tight sites have been the
rule and the class structure of the
Edwardian audience posed prob-
lems in getling groups of people in
and oul without meeting each other,
The grand enfrance, loyers and
bars were for the front Stalls and
Dress (lilerally) circle. A middle-
class enirance to one side looked
after the Upper circle and plain
doors round the side, where you
could gueue, got you inlo the Pit or
Gallery. Even here class distinction
operated and while the Pit {(early
door al sixpence exira, of course)
was permitled to us as children, the
Gallery was oo rough and tough. In
the Wesl End, however, the Gallery
had (and still hasT) its dedicaled, to
whom that position seems a matter
of principle rather than of cash or

sighllines! In any case, the onky
other cheap non-reserved seals,
the Pit. downstairs under the first
circle tended to vanish between the
wars, fo be re-mamed stalls, re-
priced and perhaps re-seated!

In the refurbished “Matchams' as
we all go in by the grand front door,
it can be fun to try and guess which
walls today's archilect has had
knocked-down to join what lo
which. Think of it, there were
completely seperate slairvays and
passages for four hers maybe.
Those architects really had o know
whal they were doing - but then
some of them, especially Frank
Matcham, had a lot of practice althe
garma.

“Frank Malcham, Thealre Architect
Edited by Brian Walker: Pub. 1980
by the Blackstall Press, Bellast.

THE EDITOR'S
MEMORY SYSTEM QUIZ

Strand Century memory system?

(b Burghhealre Vienna

See if you realfy know about Strand
Group theatre and TV lighting memory

1 Which of these famous theatres does nol have a

{8l Royal Shakespeare Thealre Stratford upon Avon

with hig lasl board. What i5
Big name and whal was
the system called?

systems — answers, and score of your
knowledge on page 33

11 This plciure shows a lamous Sirand systems desigrer

fc) Bolshal, Moscow

(dl La Scala Mian

(e} New Melropolilan Opera, New York

M Hal of the Peopie. Pyonyang. North Korea
g “Grang Qid Opry” Nashwille, Tennessee

for the board operator's lager to be built into the
system?

&l Australa

(b Germany

o] USA

leval memory Systern nstalled?

fa) The Royal Opera House

(B} The Palace Theafre Manchester
{c) The London Coliseum

that featyred modular units which could be re-
positioned in relation 10 ach othes allaowing a
customer (o degign the layout for his own board?
fa) o

) MMS

fo) DDM

i5 ils correcl name’?
(&l Linear oplical ancoder
() Digrtal reference whee!
fcl Optical fader wheal
6  Oneearty Strand system used punched cards o
recond lighling plats, Whal was its name?

slidios?
fa} CBS
) RAl
fc| BBC

{CRT's} lo make informaticn chear. Are they
&) Real colour monilor Screans
) Biack & while screens wilh colouwrad media in
sirips in front of them
10 How many Sieand memarny sysiéms have bean
imstabled, to the nearest 100, up lo date?
fa) 300
{h) 750
fel 1000

2  ‘Which of these countnes oflen reguires a refrigeralor

3  Which was the first theatre in Brilain to have a lighting

4 Whal was |he namea of the first Strand memory system

& One of Sirand's specialities is the use of tha contral
wheel for increasing and decreasing light levets. What

seventies. Which TV arganssation insialbed MMS in s

8 Some Sirand & Strand Century syslems aller VDU's

12

13

14

15

fal Meamo Card 16 One coundry has over 6056 of all DDM and Lightboard
(1 Mamo Rank systems installed - s it?
fc) Memo Reader fa) LLK
T Every good memory Syslarm wains an operalor (hal ha (B} West Garmany
may be aboul to record & cue over an existing cue in fe) Australia
the syslems memory. How does Light Paletle warn 17 How many separate lades may be periormed
against this? gimullaneously on the new M24 memory system?
(&l Anorangs warming lght fa) ¢
b A buzzer fb) &
fe) A wnitan warning on e VDU (CAT) fc} 2
8 MMS was a famous Strand system of the earky 18 M24 may operale in cenjunction wih an existing lader

19

20

fa} Len Applety Sysiem W12

&) Martin Moore, Sysham MWS

fc) Frederick Bentharn,
System DOV

This piclure shows a famous theatre consultard with a
syslerm ha spocilad, is 17
&} Nigel Pounder

i) Oieg Kusogsky

fe) Richasd Pibrow

Crwer 400 MMS/Compact systems were buill between
1973 and 1981, The same cuslomer bought the hirsl
and lasl - wha?

fa} Aibery Theatre Group

o} BBC TV

) Natonal Arts Centre, Ofawa

What type of permanent ‘library’ slorage of lighting
plots does the mew Strand M24 alfes?

(@) Floppy discs

(b} Bubbie Memory

{c} Audio lape

Strand's DOM and Ligboard systems and Strand
Canlury's Lighl Palette have processors made by
which computer manufaciuner?

{a) IBM

(B} Dala General

(o) Digial Equipment Corporation

wing. Swilable manual syslems are:

fal Tempus

b} Most lypes of manual preset coniral

fel Strand's Grand Masier swilchboard

Ail Strand meamoty Systems have al least one key-

swilch whose purpose is:

(@) Taswich on power

fb) To s up e Moo processor

fc} To protect the memaory from unawthorrsed
recording

Whal pefcentage of London's Thealres and concert

halls who have mamary syslems chose Strand?

fal Char S0%

b} 60% to 709

el 0% to 50%




