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FOR this irip the editorial barcuche
was first directed loward Hastings.
This very pleasant town has had a
fairly uneventiul life since the
Marman invasion in 1066, In fact not
a great deal of any inlerest occurrad
unfil 1981, whan Strand Sound
installed a compiete new sound
system in the White Rock Pavilion
This very pleasani building,
constructed in the mid twenties, has
many fine qualities. It enjoys
excellen! sight ines because, aven
thowgh it has a fiat floor, it is of
modarate size, seating 1200 in
balcony and stalls, with a gently
raked stage. The front alevation has
cotoured bas-refief roundets of
remately heraldic aspect. Within is
lustrous wooden panelling on the
walls and white dappled marble on
the foars and stairs. Mestling in the
"Carned” — aclor's left — is the new
Strand Sound amplifier rack, while
the sound desk was made poriable
50 hat it can be used "oul front’.
Above the proscenium hang three
cubes, with others of their fellows to
each side. These anonymous bul
chwiously substantial housings
conlain Allec speakers which convey
everything from the most sibilant
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It was Chesterton who remarked
how typical it was of lite's frustrations
that the age which had nothing worth
saying had invanted the loudspeaker,

Pausing 10 examine a large stone
which Is displayed on the promenade
and on which William the Congueror
is supposed by lradition o have
enjoved his hrst picnic on English
s0il, | traveled on by the coas! road
weshwards lowards Easibournea

My destination was the Congress
Theatre, a somewhal anonymous
structure in the 1860"s office block
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the Devonshire Park Pavilion, where
tha excellant Mr Clarkson Rose and
His Rosebuds provided summer
entertainment lor visitors dunng
many a pasl surmmer

This wisil reminded me 1hat | was
imvolved in a lairly dramaltic episode
in relation to the Congress Thealre
some seven or alght years ago when
their present Strand MBS memony
lighting control system went in,

‘We had delvered the desk, and
checked that it was working, It was
the day ol the opening night of the
summer show, featuring Citla Black, |
remember, when an urgent call came
through. The pin patch couldn't be
used becauvse the special gold plated
pins couldn'l be found!

Your Editor arranged with the
theatre's Technical Manager that
they would meet each other half way
between Brentlord and Eastbourna 1o
elfect delivery of the lost necessitles
The Felsharm Manor Hoted, an East
Grinstead hostelry which we bolh
knew, was made the rendezvous
point

Az the Editorial equipage glided
into the car park from London an
orange MGE rcared in from the

“Mestling fn
the Corner'' — the :
new portable sound desk,
The amplifier racks lurk behing.

The varous conduils and switches prove

this isn't a studio shot!

Worthing — the
Narth Pier Pavilion,
“This pleasant,
fwenties buliging ™,

“This very pleasant
building™ — the
White Rock Pavilign,
Hastings.
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Easibourne direction, A discrest hum
and the Edifor's electrically powerad
window descended, Through the
figured walnut trimmed opening |
passed over the vilal package, The
M.Gs window jerked down in a saries
of frantic winds and a hand grabbead
the vital offering. Meither car actually
came to resl. And that's how they
brought the pins from Brentford to
Eastbourne.

Back to 1981, Now Ihe Congrass
Theaire is another home for Allec
speakers and other Strand Sound
goodies,

Congress Theatre Installation
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Back into tha car, Inspired by the
thoughts of fine quality sound that my
jourmeay was inducing, | turn on my
excellent Radiomobile valve car radio
— =till as good as the day it teft
Cricklewood in 1963 — and by its
meilow accompansment on over the
cliff top road towards Worthing. A
pause In the delightiully named
Peacehaven, where suslenance —
cheese omeleile and a pot of tea —
is Ingasted and then on to Werthing,
the ' Sunniest Town on the Scuth
Coast". Some of my more mature
readers, who may have visited the
pre-war Worthing in their childhood
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