by Kathy White

Kathy White has worked in the
world of film and r'x:‘a." drama
and music, and is

occasional c.ar.frrbumr o
national magazines. Her
travels take her from her native
Tayside to Paris, New York and
Toronto, And always with her
eyes and her highly receptive
mind at the ready.
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Light Palatte,
Owr story

begins in June of 1935in

San Diego, California, on the stage of &
hastily constructed open-air thealre
hardy

A
band: of twenly-one actors
rited fifty minute condensations

yart of Ihe Calilornia Pacific: EXpos)-
tign. This salute (o Shakespears was
intendad to e only a lemporary
cultural boom in Southern Californis,
but at the end of the bwo year Exf
Shakespeare and If
wed a permanent place i ihe hear
the residents of San Diego, and a
¥ theatre had been bom
Money was raised not only to save he
tempeorary stage from fhe wrecking
- but 10 enclose it and create a
abile working space that was 10 sur-
vive for the next forty-one years. By the
early 1860, The Old Globe Theatre in
Baiboa Park was no longaranamateur
community i1heatre a widely
recognized professicnal Shakespeare
company, attracling classically train-
ed stars eager to feel boards beneath
their feal, irom nearby Hollyanood,
Then, as they say in [he movies,
tragedy struck. On the night of March
B, 1978, arzon reduced the old thealre
to rubbie. With the surmrmer il
already planned for 2 June opening, a
group of moredinly dalermined com:
monity. leaders took the phraze “the
shiow must goon' quile sernously and
Orce  again, money was rased. and
construction. begun on yel another
temporary open-gir theatra to house
the {estival ur 3 nevws and better Oid
Globe could rise; This particular tem:
porary theatre and delermined group
of people holdd a special place in our
collective heart al Strand Cenlury as
this was the first-evar home for a Light
Palette, At the time of the fire, Light
Palelte was in the early profe ;
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by Susan Dandridge
Susan Dandridge s currently a
mermber of the Marketing
Department at Strand Century
in Los Angefes, where ner
responsibilities include public
relations, market research and
cormention management, ds
well as keeping up with the

| latest adventures of Light

Falotte.

She originally joined the
company in 1977 after
completing her Master's
Degree in Lighting Design at
Purdue University. Based in the
New Jersey office until 1981,
where she had risen to the
position of Manager of the

s | Design Department, Susarn has

now relocated o the more
gentle climate of Southern
California.

She continues to put her
lighting experfence 16 use by
taking on freglance design
work whenever her schedule
allows. Her credits inclide a
number of Shakepearean

| productions from her fondly

e has | remembered days at the

College of William and Mary in
Virginia.

stage and had just been infroduced 1o
our sales force as the national
USI1T.T. Convention in  Phognix.
Arizona. Three months later, the con-
gole’ was on-site and oparating in the
Festival’s new home

Within days of the fire
team had been drawn 100
on both the lemp
and the plans for a new thealre. T‘mw
involved included Tom Hall, Managing
Directorof the Globe stall, Paul Lardiy
of Landry-Bogan, Theatrical Cone
sultants,  Richard Hay, theatre
designer, and Dirk Epperson. lighting
consultant. At the time, the locaticn of
whatwas tobecome the Festival Stage
was mo more than an overgrown
ravine. An army of Grew peophe, wWiork-
ing in three shifts from ¥:00am (o
’J'E]m"r cleared the ravine andef m‘,lﬂd

a platform stage on a forest of leie
phane posts sunk into the rillside. The
raving is 50 deep that the back of the
siage is approximately 45 feet from the
ground, a fac! that has been pul 10
good use for rapid disappeardr -]
{there i5 of course, a catwalk FURRING
below and behind the stage o calch
the otherwise suicidal actor).
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