IWENT to Harrogate again, after a gap
of a few years partly for the pleasure of
vigiting the town itself and to see the
new Supercentre and to refresh myself
with happy memories — | once en-
joved a supreme emational experi-
ance on the Slray, (he [arge open ex-
panse of grass and bushes in the can:
tre of the' town — and anyway it'is

by John Offord
Editor of ‘Entertainment ahd
Arts Management!

EMTERTAINMENT 81, hetd at Har-
rogate Conference and Exhibition Cen-
tree from Movember 24-26 last year,
was the first ‘total’ convention for
entertainment and the arts 1o ba heldin
the UK,

Civic halls, ars centres, or regional
theatres, could meet up with the pro-
duct prowders — agents, promoters,
and producers. They could also see
the latest in lighting and socund
systers, visit the stands of seating
manufacturers or sludy box-office
compltersation.

From the outsel it was important 1o
us as organisers thal we ‘dress the
house” in this fashion. An over-
crowding in one area of interest could
mean the possible demise of another in
future years. Although technical
stands numbared almost hall of the ex-
hibitors, in no way did they swamp the
show,

We considerad it important to offera
complete range of ready-l0-cocupy
shell schemes in the exhibition halks,
We feel il is vital to the future of the
event that we make it possible for any
size ol company, music group, or tour-
ing theatre company 10 find exhibiling
| af'the avent a praject wel within their
grasp.

Harrogate itself is central on the UK
miap, and offers & complete macof con-
ference facilities. For an enterlain-
ment event it provides us with a spien-
did contrastin styles with the Matcham
Royal Hall at one end of the complex
and the modernstic Super Centre: al
the other: the two exhibition halls we
tse providing & total undercover link
between the two venues,

Eight seminars wera arranged for
Entertainment B1, and there were 38
top speakers booked, all experls in
their own fields. In additon, there were
frve special presentalion Sessions,
commercial and non-commarcial, and
a apacially commissioned video pro-
duction by John Fick on ihe role of The
Venue” Commercial presentations in-
cluded Hank Strand’s own ‘Symphory
in Light', which excellently described
the company’s new range of lanterns.

We want our annual visitors to book
three days in Yorkshire in Movember
and 1o know they can kil several birds
with one stone. They can falk deals, or

always pleasant to visit this fine town
whera ramedial baths eased the gout
of Edwardsan Yorkshira folk,

Coming ta the Exhibition itsedl | st
confess that my view is that it's pro-
bably not really worth while having
poth the ABTT Trade Fair and the Har-
rogate event | don't really zee the
theatre supply industny being willing to

Coloured Minims ware.
launched at w
the Shaw.

devote not only cash but fime 1o
attending both events, and after all,
they constitute the exhibitions. As 1o
which of the two is the better, white hot
pincars will not draw an opinion from
me but perhaps they should come
together plus an inlernational com:
ferance which should bave & senous
seunding programme, so. that official

Cur author —
the checks, greets

George Melly — the stripes,

vigitors can claim the expenses, and
yel continug to be cheerful ‘and
fascinating — rafher like Showiight 81
— i fach

Having looked round | decided the
correct thing 1o do was 1o invite John
Offord 10 tell us about he whys and
hows of his latest venture.
The Editor.

biuy of hire equipment or Senices — or
just get hold of the katest news and
goesip. And they can do it all in a relax-
ad atmosphere, at ong place, and al
the same time.

Delegates came from local authori-
ty leisure departments, subsidised
theatres, arts centres, and from the
companies who serve them. for the
first time in the UK many management
branches of the business were thrown
together. Ondhe technical side, in addi-
tion 1o theatre technicians, we had &
fair number of television personnel
vigiting the event, Around: 50 visitors
from owverseas braved the winter
journey.

Lunchtime, evening-and late-night
there was enterfainment in- abun-
dance. Cwver 140 entertainers made
their way 10 Harrogate for Entertain-
ment 81, and they ranged from Punch
& Judy 1o Old Time Music Hall per-
formears, from Honnie Scott and his
Cuinte! 1o English Dance Theatre, and
from Billie Jo Spears (o Geoge Meliy
and John Chitton’s Featwarnmears.

We had crealed with' the event a
conviial atmosphere whera manage-
ment of entertainment and the arls
could meat together and descuss not
only the present, but more importantly
futire problems and ideas. We had
achieved our first slepontheway toan
‘Edinburgh Festival for Management’,
and it was grafifying to recene a lettar
from cne arts cantre director, thanking
us for ‘bashing people’s heads
togather in such a detightful way'.

Soowhat plans dowe have for 15827
Certainty we want 10 retain the main
themes of the event, and we have
mitch 1o earn from Entertainment 81,
fine tuning the existing programme
alongside the introduction of mew
ideas. From now on we can ook at
each year independently as far as
themes  are concerned, and try 1o
judge whal the business requires from
year te year ... and then add a httle
flavouring . . .

Mote: Entertainment 82 will take
place in Harrogate from Movemiber 30
to December 2 this year, and the prd-
aramme will be announced in late May.

COur.stand al Enfertaimment 871 —
pote the first putiic appearance of
the coloured range of Minims now of
course enfarged to include & very
fetching brown!
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