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t3,000 copies 01 TABS are dlstntxJtod 
to readers In thealre and lV 
lechnok>gy around lhe world. 

Our cover photo shows the 
i'nte,;o, ol the Barblcan Theatre, 
the new London home ol lhe 
Royal Shakespeare Company. 

TABS Is plAJllshed by 
Rank Strand at 
P08ox 51, Groat 
West Road, Brentford. 
Middlesex TW8 9HR, 

Com~spondeoce and arltcles for 
publicatoo should be addressed 
10 the Edll0<. 

FROM THE 

FROM JOHN CHESTER 
DIRECTOR OF RANK 

STRAND 
John Chester recently joined 

The Rank Organlsatk:ln as a Oi,ector 
or lhe newty rormed Industrial 
Oivlsk>n to which Rank Strand Ltd. 
belongs. He Is a Director 01 Aank 
Strand Ltd. and General Manager ol 
the Lighltng Division tncludlng our 
operation in Germany. 

A YOtkshireman, he was educated 
a1 the Wheelwright Grammar Schoof 
Dewsbury and ()owning c,,uege, 
cambridge whef8 he read 
Mechanical Sciences. Following s.x 
yea,s In Productk:ln and Data 
Processing ma.nagemen1 he moved 
in10 cof\St.lttancy tor seven years. In 
1973 he became Involved In lhe 
formation of the Me<tical Systems 
Division of E.M.I. Lid . and was 
appoinled Directot and General 
Manager ol the Brain Scanner 
Division of E.M.I. Medieal Lid. In 1978 
he joined 1n1ernational General 
EJectric ol New York as Managing 
Director~ 1helr Bri1ish subsidiary, 
D.M.R. Lid. 

As the international climate, 
whether economic or 1eohnologloal, 
moves. then so must Individual 
bU$inesses that contribute to the tOlaJ 
scene change. 

The Rank Organisation Is no 
e/(ception to thfs rule. and the 

evoluriOl'I of the Jfl(justrial OivislO(J. 
borne out ot previOus Rank divisietlal 
companies. is an imp0rtant 
deveJopmen, in its growth f)l'lil0$0pl'ly. 
One of the companies within the 
Industrial ON;siQn is Rank Strand 
LUI., perha/)$ the largest company of 
its type ;n the world aM with a truly 
internatiOnal re,x,tati<N'J in all 
continents. It is a pleasure to me that 
The Rank Organisation Is k>Oking 
towards Rank Strand as one of Us 
main indvstrial groupings tor the 
lvtvre. 

It is not possible /or a company to 
plan to be statior'lary. It must IOOk to 
growth, seeking new and unreafise<J 
markets WOtldwf<Je, and, more 
imp0rta11tly. satisfying those markets 
with pro<Jucts of quality al'ld p,Oducts 
which move with the limes. 1981 saw 
the int10<1uction of Galaxy, and a 
whOle range of lanterns. 1 ;n,en<J to 
enwre that the Company continues 
with Innovations In all pro<Juct areas 
ineluding dlversJlication, as we see 
with Environ. I believe that Rank 
StraM has every epportunity of 
meflting the p0remiaJ as $OOfl by oo, 
parent organisation as well as 
conttnving to su()f)ly the needs of all 
of our customers worldwide. 

I nope, /hat through TABS, we are 
able 10 keep all our readers fufty 
aware ol our moves in these rapidly 
changjng times. 

" I MADE IT" 
Tommy Morgan, who now k>oks 

after the Strand and lan.lro spares 
operation examines a very early Patt. 
263 that he made ill the old Vauxhall 
works some time in the early ·so·s.11 
was probabty par1 of 1he Of'Qinal rig 
for "Ollvet' '. 11 was theveryearty 

Tommy Morgan with an orlglnal 
Parr. 263 

sheet metal design befote the property 
tooled 1.an1ems we,e introduced. 

How did this come 10 bghl? II was 
one of the many lanterns returned 10 
us under the part exchange scheme 
by which. customers receive an 
anowa~e olf their pUrchase of new 
S1rand Prelude$ and Harmonys. 

I also have a J)ho1ograph, not for 
pubUcation, o f a skip lull of 
competitors· tantems whieh have 
also bOOn handed lnl 

STOP PRESS 
As we go to the printers, news has 

arrived thal Galaxy has been 
selected as lhe new memory system 
lor the Royal Shakespeare Theatre at 
Stratford UPofl Avon. In our next issue 
we will have an antCle and photos 
plus a shofl piece of the original 
O.D.M. system that we put in to the 
theatre some 11 years ago. 

NOT SEEING THE 
ENGLISH WOOD FOR 
THE SPAN ISH TREES 
Tied up wlth our own J){Oducts as 

we at Strand inevitably are 
someUmes one or our agents comes 
up with a brier descrlphon that sums 
up the most complex piece of 
equipmeni in a comparatively re-.v 
words. 

While browsing the other day 
through "Disco International" - a 
magazine which I invariably read on 
the tfain disguised in a discreet 
brown paper cover - because 
although the magazine is, of course. 
excellent, fellow travellers could 
consider it rather odd thal a man 01 
my years and distinction would read 
such a youth orientated pubtlcauon 
and might therefore suspect my 
motives - I came across the 
following quotation: 

"T .F. C.bello the Managing 
Director ot Kremesa Lighting -
Strand's Spanish agent -
described the Galaxy sys1em thal 
his company have recently 
installed in the Gran Teatro del 
llceo in Barcek>na - ' the Gafaxy, 
the first model to be installed In 
Spain, is one ol the most 
sophisticaled in the world and yet 
'5 relaUvely simple to operate 
thanks to the very flexibility it 
allows 10 the opera10<. It 1s 
lantas1k equipment because at 
any given moment It anows 
moniloting ol the llghtlflg situation 
on au channels. ind.Jding past and 
lulute effects. These ellects can 
be led io by a t ime programmer 
and th.is, coup1ed with a virtually 
unhmited memo,y and simplk::ity of 
c,peratk:ln make It a marvellous 
pieeeot equ~nt '." 
Thank YW, Sena, C.bello - YW 

have summed up the system 
beautifully! 

The Barbioan's Strand Sounct 
memory desk - and the Editor hears 
something that mvst have amused 
him over the Strand Sound 
headphones. 

DUETS AND THE WORLD CUP 
I suppose the Editor's interest in 

football is small enough to be . in the 
words of David Copperfiekf's medical 
studenl friend. "put in a wine glass 
and covered wilh a vine lea1." 

However. his interest in Duet is 
considerable greater, and his interest 
in thal proud and good humoured 
counlry Spain, even greater slill. 

The Spanish Television Service, 
RTVE, have ordered, from our 
Spanish distributor, Kremesa ot 
Madrid, six 40 way Duets. each wilh 
40 x 5kW MCM dimmers and starmy 
desks for four sludios in Madrid and 
two in Barcelona. The studios will 
cover news stories about the World 

Cup. interviews with players and, no 
doubt, the odd bit of over conftdence 
from various team managers. 

The studio fighting - or course -
Is by Ouanzcolor laniro. 

These confrontalions will piobably 
no! always be very illuminating, but 
they will certainly always be very well 
lill 




