early stages was studied and cosled
buf because It was Such a good
cinema the original scheme was fo
make temporary use only of the
audilarium and comvarl back o a bwin
previen theatre later. In the fimal plans
ihe whole bullding has been converied
1o production area, control rooms,
scane dock, dressing rooms, offices,
canteen eic. while at the same time
presenving as much as possible the
ariginal character of the building.

Megotiations fo purchase com-
menced inJuly and were compéeted by
the end of the month. & profect team of
TVS engineers was formed during this
period and architects, builders, con-
tractors and suppliers were appoiniaed.
Struciural tests were slaried on
August 1st and the project was begun

Top steels were installed on rein-
forced rool beams [0 supporl self
chmbing hoisls borrowed Trom those
arderad for tha Vinters Park Complax
Maidslone, The luminaires and associ-
dled equipment were also laken from
the Maidsione reguisition but Camera
and Sound came from a de-rigged O.B.
vehiche parked at the rear. In the
original planning it was assumed that
the existing power supply would be
adequate for the production lighting
bt later the air conditioning had to be
augmented and additional supplies
WENE B3l 1

The Telesiage companies involve-
ment in the project has been con-
linuous before and after the purchase

ol the property, as they weare asked to
produce schames tor the likely sites as
well as the one linally chosan,
Telestage then receied tha contrac
lo reinforce the roof and supply the
fotal lighting and cyclorama support
scheme including sell climbing holsis
and fixed and wvariable height
cyclorama lghling barrets. Rool rein-
forcement and installation of 1op steels
was completed within six weeks, The
sel climbing hoists were installed two
weeks later following the laying of the
epaxy screed floor with a potyester top
coat by Elgoods.

Strand Lighting supplied the laniro
Quartzcolor luminaires for the studio,

Air conditioning and electrical

aesinbution was instaktied by a local firm
TCL

The proscenium arch was parfially
removed and reinforced to support
acoustic doors into the scene dock
area. Telestage installed a gallery
abova the doors and also on the olhar
twio sides. The balcony and ils seals
were presernved on the fourth side as
were also seven rows of seats down
below, The seals weare recovered to
malch tha genaral decor,

Behind the seals an acoustic wall
was built and the control rooms wera
consirucied behind (he wall, The dim-
mar room and lamp storage anea were
built into the scene dock araa, Dress-
ing rooms, make-up rooms, a two level
restaurant and admin offices ware
constructed with the existing struciure
behind and above the control room
area.

Thiss Phase | came 1o an end pro-
viding full technical facilities for the

first production on targel on
Cecember 1610
Phase || of the project — which is

being carrled oul by e contraciors
whio can take much credit for the swilt
compietion of the first phase, Messrs
Wyalls — will provide extra accom.
modation, It will also, and this would
please the Editor of TABS, include the
refurbishment of the reception area in
the thirties decor of the original
cinema. All will have been completed
by the time this magazine is pulbiished.

Thus we will have managed to build
al the pre-war speéd, as well as, par-
fially, in the pre-war style! -]

by John R. Pierson-Hagger
John's experience in TV
lighting is considerable, He
entered the television industry
in 1960 by joining the Howard
Steeles’ Engineering Design
team at ABC TV, Teddington,

From there he later moved
to Yorkshire Television, where
he spent four years working
with the famous Phil Parker,

After a number of years
working abroad, he returned in
18972 to Thames Television
where he spent four years
working on planning and
insialiation, His next move was
to Thorn Theatre Lighting
where he worked on Lighting
Vehicle Design.

He next joined Rank Strand
as Sales Engineer, leaving last
year to foin the newly-formed
TVS Design Team.






