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The King of Belgium officially 
opened the new Theatre 
building for the British School 
of Brussels on the 8th 
December 1981, an event 
which represented the 
culmination of 11 years of 
intensive development since 
the founding of the School in 
1970. During this time the 
School which spans from 
nursery to secondary level has 
grown to over a thousand 
places housed in 7 buildings on 
a compact but beautiful site 
within the Royal park at 
Tervuren on the west side of 
Brussels. 

OUR Involvement began in 1978 
when the Brl1ish School 01 Brussel$ 
asked us to undertake a study ol their 
existing facilities. The development 
p!an which grew ou1 of the sludy 
recommended the construction of a 
71h buikUng, folk>wed by the substan, 
Hal re-organisalion ol the existing 
teaching facilities into more flexible 
and informal units . The new building 
was seen as the keys1one to the cam· 
pus, fllhngupthe last building site and 
providing certain special facilities 
which the SchOOI previously lacked . 
These Included a library, a social area 
and a large space 10 house drama 
teaching, assemblies and procJuc· 
lions. These faclhties would also pro
vide a focus for 1he School' s con
sk1erabte effon to open its d001s 10 
the community. 
The Theatre isk>catedat thecentreol 
the buik11ng, surrounded oo 2 tevels 
by a library, social areas, classrooms 
and ofhces with additional 1eaching 
accommodation also provided at !he 
k>wer ground Uoor level. II musl of 
course fulfil many functions ranging 
from the presentation of professional 
prod\Jctions to being used as an 
educational toof. Consequentty the 
siage area has no! been raised and 
can be enclosed together with the 
fust lwOrCNISOf seatingbymeansol a 
special cunain to create an inlimate 
teaching area. Similarly a grid of 
brkSges has been provided over the 
stage area and auditorium to give the 
s1uden1s 1heopportuni1y to wo rk safe· 
ty on 1he technical lighling and 
scenery at high level. The auditorium 
how-ever has been raked 10 achieve 
good sight lines and comfortable con
linen1a1 seating has been provided in 

the hope of attracling some non
studenls to productions to fill the 240 
places. The audilorium rises 10 the 
main foyer at 1st floor level. This 
space atso will be used in many ways 
including as an examination hall. The 
worksh<>s:> and prc»s are k>cated at 
the rear of 1he stage area where the 
ad1acent classrooms can double as 
changing rooms. 

From the point 01 view or acoustics. 
the Thea1re was ctesigned primarily 
tor the spoken word. II was always 
clear however that it would be used 
for every Imaginable type of Junction 
and we are pleased to learn from lhe 
School that the acous1lcs have been 
found very satisfactory throughout 
!he considerable range of perfor
mances and events which have 
already taken place. 

Rank Strand fitted out the Theatre 
provk:ting the seating and wrtains, 
and also !he audtO and technicaJ 

lighling installations. Whilsl these are 
fairly basic in keeping with the limited 
budge! for the building as a whole, 
there is ample scope for the School 10 
ad,apl and extend the lnslallations In 
Llleluture. • 
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