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Light Palette 90 system in 
operation . Three full control 
desks , a remote sub master 
wing and three hand-held 
remote control units mean a 
potential of six simultaneous 
inputs to the system. Six indi­
vidual crew members, design­
ers and assistants can, an d 
often do, direct their com­
mands to the electro nic s 
tower. 

Durin g set-up, all controls 
are ope rational as specified 
by the master control desk 
(known as 'Go d ' to the crew). 
Crew members are each 
given sections of the lighting 
plot and work independently 

to hand , rough focus and 
colour their sect ion of th e 
plot. The ability of the hand­
held remot es to call up dim­
mers or channels without 
interfering with the com ­
man d lin e of any other con­
trol point keep s communica ­
tion confus ion to a minimum. 
It also frees the designer to 
record cues without the acci­
dental incorporation o f lights 
activate d from other control 
points. 

At the close of the 199 1 sea­
son, Wolf Tra p 's technical 
staff said they were pleased 
with the new system. But if 
history is anything to go by, 
their increased capability will 
soon encourage them to pu sh 
the syste m to its limits - and 
beyond. • 

Since 1914 we have been 
leading the way in lighting 
innovation. Here we look at 
some of the: 

Milestones 
In Lighting 

History 
1 91 4 Strand Electric begins 
as an office with worksho p in 
Garrick Yard, St Martins 
Lane, in the heart of 
London's Theatreland. 

1 91 8 Theatre electricians 
Arthur Earnshaw (Duke of 
Yorks) and Phillip Sheridan 
(Strand Theatre), who found­
ed the firm are joined by Moss 
Mansell, a manufacturer of 
arc resistances and dimmers 
in Cecil Court. 

1922 Round in Fifty at 
the London Hippodrome 
marks the first use of the Sun­
ray compartment batten. It 
becomes the backbone of any 
Strand installation. The use of 
these with filters instead of 
colour-dipped lamps was 
essential to Aidrian 
Samo iloffs scenic tricks using 
complementary colours. 

1923 The Theatre Light­
ing department is starte d by 
LG Applebee , later to be­
come Strand's first well­
known lecturer writer. He ran 
it until retiring in 1957. 

1924 The Old Vic of 
Lilian Baylis: Strand's first 
'dead front' switch board was 
installed. Until then, contacts 
and busbars had been mount­
ed on the front of polished 
slate panels. 

Shepherds Bush Pavilion 
(later to become Th e Gau­
mont, then the Odeon) was 
the first of the great 3000-seat 
supe r-cinemas to have full 
stage lighting and concealed 
colour-change lighting 
around the auditorium. 

1924/5 Wembl ey Em­
pire Exhib ition: complete 
instal lation with cyclorama 
for Oliver Bernard's Battle of 
Zeebrugge in the Admiralty 
Theatre. 
Except that its stage was a 
water tank, this single tier , 
steeply-stepped house antici­
pated by 35 years a form to 
become pop ular in the 
1960's. 
Special lighting effects were 
also created in the new stad i­
um for productions of Fire of 
London and London Defend­
ed. Spec ial effeets in other 
exh ibition pavilions, especial­
ly the optical projection of 
the British Guiana waterfall. 
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STRAND ELECTRIC ENGJNJEE~INe C? 
From tin archives 

WORLDWIDE 
CONTACTS 
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Andy Collier 

Strand Lighting Limited 
Grant Way, Isleworth 

Middx TW7 5QD, United Kingdom 
Telephone: 081-560 3171 

Telex: 27976. Fax: 081-568 2103 

CANADA 
Graham Liken ess 

Strand Lighting 
2430 Lucknow Drive 

15 Mississauga 
Ontario L5S 1 V3, Canada 

Telephone : (416) 677 7 130 
Fa.x: (461) 677 6859 

FRANCE 
Berna rd Bouc het 

Strand Lighting France S.A. 
26 Villa des Fleurs, 92405 Courbevoie 

Cede.x, France 
Telephone: (1) 47 88 66 66 
Telex: 611921 F/Str,md F. 

Fax: (1) 43 3371 75 

GERMANY 
Heinz J Fritz 

Strand Lighting GmbH 
Salzbergstrasse 2 

3340 Wolfenbuue l-Salzdahlum 
Germany 

Telephone: (05331) 30080 
Telex : 95641 . Fax: (05331) 78883 

HONG KONG 
Phil O'Donnell 

Strand Lighting Asia Limited 
802-4 Houston Centre 

63 Mody Road, Kowloon 
Hong Kong 

Telephone: (852) 3-685161 
Telex: 44953. 

Fa.'C: (852) 3-694890 

ITALY 
Alles san dro Rossi 
Rank Lighting Srl 

Sede Legale e Srabilimemo 
Via de lle Gardenie 33 

00040 Pomezia 
Roma, Italy 

Telephone: 08-9147123 
Fax: 06 9147136 

Steve Norman 
Strand Lighting Inc. 

18111 South Santa Fe Avenue 
PO Box9004 

Rancho Dominguez 
California 90224, USA 

Te lephone: (213) 637-7500 
Telex: 664 741. 

Fax: 213-632-5519 
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