


Designer Lighting for the 
Concept Musical 

Just opened at London's , Plccg d illy Th,e,gtre , Metropolis ~ has, already 
picked up rave revie ,ws for its design and teehn ieal ex,clt e ments. 

Jullan WHUoms. tafkied to llghrlng des igner 1Davld Harsey dur ing rehearsals . 

If ~'()II "''1:'>11' o11[11i;.4",d t(I put lh~ ri.lm • to -, 
hgoong nMn wf-io ~ctu~~ desi(!,l'ls. stage 
li~ing fur a Irving, w-oAs (kl s,e,.-e.JJ prodlllC
Cio~ olt O"«'. h.:'lj hi~ v.'0-lt in (X:'dorlll>J.llCC in 
many 1t.eac~es .n rhe same wne all a.,oullld 
the globe-, ;µid m!O ln4dc.l-th.(, Sobo lll(O oll 
sua:Mitul Mid refilled proooa m the UK. 
yc:iu would mmt likely know w310 he 1>,. 

\'h!{'ll fQl,I w,111 111to O,i.,,'.ld I tc:r$1.l{, ncv,; 
\r~::haJ m5'CO ofnc:~ in london, you are 
.-n,nediacefv a.wa.,e of ~ahk- aftJvity, 
v,,1th fl&ur..-,; w ·~ing in iui.dl ooC a' ;:i mitro
nerworl of offce booths ...,ieh a plltSh new 
blueJwer de<:or. 1Ru11n1r,g ,l!Jbo,,.'1!', •rom l)ni" 

:-rid to the othc..'tl, .i ct"ntr;il catw.ilk C(lflnf.!03 
his p<NSONI offo:e to tl'le' r ray, J.d,oi,lied Lo 
,... . .hi(li ,llr,(: du' i;I :mon,tr.ition ;md race~ ,m .. 'M, 

o.ai.,.,d ~5 C1Jrrm lO i!cliiit'Vt'm m 1, 
~mil,uty !.~ llii14C'll';SL Madllll.ery, w,lh cat
walh-i!bo'w'C, w;ilk,w,\~ 1n ;'IJ'IQ oi,t (Jf l!,lc:.m1· 
ins pipei ',.\'lit• puff,~ s.,eam al'ld drn•e shift 
cogs,. T~kint1, up till th • .1\l,urA1lc, ~p.:11:~ on ,8 

Mlfl1rnal :si:age. it tnevica.bl)r ,equirl!1 urcful 
illummacion fr()m tlie now us11al OOil• 

i;;omr{"filtiOllill h1Jht1!lf:1 poSoOOnS. Hersey·s 
rmx:h credt,ed Lgh111~ for 'M~1opoli!; ', 
wt.eh opt..'lk"d ,1, d,~ PicCildilly Theaue In 
London. 111' February. b11ngs h,m bad 10 !he 
We-st E,~ ~iri. with • <:ommc-rcial produc• 
tion to i'ldd to die long-running Cats, Les 
Mtserables Mid SC,r1rl191tc Expr~~ 

K~jDIS OIE-,nist"d i5 thl.!' lighting d'esig1M!11'"s 
biggest probl!M\ so whten Da...d ti.erSt:y 
hgl'li5 JJ sl1Qw eh :'I,(: d:1'1'-s, he t.ikc-.s lriis dc:sl,l 
with him 111to che dre,ss. orde. c.on}Jllece .,.,,,it, 
C\,'i:I Mu: i'tilero:,-. 0.rs.'lni~iQII i,- cmntiitl 
with die c:f(JQ!mentation req111 ed, and wher, 
§hows Jlle 11att.ferrmg. 1100 1 pc-.,'ring in 
V,lliOU) p;,~$Of I.lit! ,. .. "Ofld. As he1.old me: "Ii 
you don\ do )•our hom,ework JJnd plQI It im
mr11:!d1211dy chr ~ (Ji;,cn5, it's too late. You 
never know vdt n ~ :ihow" will !XJ9 up ~in ,y 

Duong d'lc lol)8 hoori of me v,,eels l'le 
speDds a.L 11.e p.roo.1a1on desk of j show, he 
m~y h."lv to woit on :Si;."Vt'r,iil pr(lfC(b .it die 
SdJTle t,me. O\Jring one 0, my ... lS!iti co dtsci.Jss 
las work CJCl1 ~ropoli$, I h:'1(1 to w.1it my t1,1rn 
to im.errvpl hl:s conc~maclon, a sieuaoon 
vrilieh. to chos.c: v.ho hlwt worW v..ith him, 

"'111 be Yi?I)' f.,unili111". 
Ou,ing • pause n me rechn1eal pco«tlures. 

he would be .. ;.e'l\'in& IU$ A"1.c scrc-cn, moos• 
~ KllTl .iidiustment.s to the des!~, ol 111$ 
multi_ iri8 for c.t.11'11!11 d~ m ~ Wl"flll"ll!f , 
ooupCe(I v.ich tlN::, iriCel'il\!pCion of .a lelephooe 
c,111 •rom ,1n LO who I!. rea!dlng lili d~g.n '4,r 
dle ,mmlnent OP1?11ine; ol 11, pr.oduction 0, 
C.1.li in PJri$. 'i.!Jh~ told by me director WE 
no more, light5-are ~.,,. for ~ par,, 
ri<.u~r M~r0poli$ r hei!.l'Si'!r fOJ an hoor. he 
worl$ with his. a.ssis.u.m. co upd.u,· the 
schedu~ of eq~1"11m'I for yet ,anotl!er 
$how. lhcrc is a repeat produetion CJ,! 
1-bpgood In lihe US l,Q dt:.d with.. arid · bet
w-een time,- proplc from hts offa consult 
him oo admln,su.itlve quei t11;111~. 

ff10lJ8)1 Met1·~:o!fs opt"Bed rn rmi,;ed 
r~i:w -,;, unu:sually. a, a tu-r1e wl'lel'I ii I.'$ bto..ais 
said UIJ.1 U'IJ! l!,r,I r,4 'ttl~• hiftl-Ce<:h' ~ is, OVl?'f, 

1hr: r;ritiQ r,IV,cd ilOOIJt the :astort&51 g· aoo 
briulhta\ irrg· setS QI b'lp'h lli~tai , ·Mhich 
1hem~lvc~ ,oont;.in 'the dramil. Albe,1, 1tl,s 
IP ~r 'itat~f-dle-a.il· ry~ j)~~ewit.i
tioo is. 1n siamk 001'ltr~C t(J the Olig:oal black 



,._ ~ l'W'linir Qf.lflb OIi!' leCCind ild. in Oiti Cif my Som, ""~ a gilll'I ml'tror dlw:: ~' t llw, llkill'Wlail'N:I ,lwlll,fng floor JWtlttM. 
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'1.1¥1 whne rric, t..,~ him of 1!117 
\i,\(h thi'S in mind. I Ml ed David 11eeey ,o 

comme11c oo how M,crr0pnli~· ~1.1d 14JrrM.-d 
DUL fCJf htn , t'ff! ri!pl.etf mode,sr}y: •ft':s il(lty.:,1, 
[y turned oot quit wrll .arid lhe-N:'~ not that 
mudi 'lfi ~e! AJlhough af's. ,l p«!tl)' lnLCt'CJllnll, 

fll(!("E! of WDI'~ • 
I .i.i.ked him how he pprOi'!dl '-"" d ~p;n 

(:cw,. shQ,..,. ~iNo m.me, v.fl.11 I do my V!iffl Is. 
in re,porBe to wh.1c _... S(linK ori. on '1Llgc. 
\Vhen 11 ,...'Ofks teJII·( W s. V.flen ll 'iYDrk!!o 
on ~tagt.'" I h;l11 • a rt•JDy rd tune 11&1,1 
~ 1h.n's not good. When lhr:-din•c• 
tOJ .and actor1 •n• v.oiking w l:O~lh r. lh~ 
wtnl speal.s fur ,cse,lf prarnc.tll)i. Yoo ~m 
f'iil a~ .1nd 111 know ..... iuc thl!)I .li,e dtt
"'8- Yoo mpood, to 1 iIDd brc,oo,M ...,. • ..., 
d LW ..,.fu'I )'OU J\lvl! LO do.w I .asked,, he 
~c much timt" ru 1h rrflir.if1olll 'II, •1•. , 

·e 10 be there die m. ute Chey et to fUl'l 
o1n1,1hin • ilt• :1,1!1d. 

A5 mocfl of D.1\,d Her~\ Y.'Or\ ~ 
r~pt~lt'd 111 m.my l)arh o1 ihfo .,..'Qrld, I ~kf!d 
how he-m.ioo ,l'd to wor\ ori 'IIC'\ff,1l ~ 
.i.L 1he S.:Sffil!' ume,. · Ol'lf!! .a shuW goes to, :say, 
j\n,t'tl "' 1t g,•b. doi;ullk!nt;rd 111 .i \lt'I)' 
grown up' ~md of w.iv, ...tll.ch 11, wl\ilt wCl'rc 
ll)liJ! Cll do ni;M•,· he egpla,ned.. · ti die soov. 
·~ co mo·.,•. VOl1 h.1w.' r.o h,ay(: .. couph:-ol 
p,e,ope wor~111g on it whose,~ iL n. m doar 
1T1tnl 11-• As n Amr,-!'1a, !her ..,.,JI J.M.liy:i. b 
tv.o or ihrc,c .ufflt.ml.l, v.flo ,irr, tap,ibl at 
mO'wlfl~ 11 J.iu .. itf 

();i-..J Hl!'fSey'5 OHA oper.ioon w.n con· 
a,,.,-e(I t'.t1m idL-..~ ~ .:i by-pcotfl!ltc of hi\ 
r, htin11: '-''Ork ll M ncd by m.i ctirig 'loOmC 
u •~ :speoril l1gl,tJn~ t!q .. pmenc .inif c...ffKu 
l\ron, tlv: MIOV,,'lo tlll' fiild he -cr.1clut1lly has 
gra.rn up O\'i!t' U'ii!' rem lfUO il ~ble 
f,U.t-d romp.my ,• h!!' i"Kplnm ~ 1 didn\ LHo't!n 

bchM.'(] I cou1d c1.1m ~ins Iii hflh~ 
deiigoil'lg and rreedi!d ~,ng rn fall bad 

on, fhr.re's .i rug(!' eleml.'llt of 11.fd. I hiwi:
~ l'.!M:epc,onaliy fortv!IJ.te in tl~ number 
of commc-roilly wccr-r.sill1 lhow,- r,,,. • l>1't'n 
.ml@ Lc:l do: 

~d H~'""'Y ,._ i;1111• of 1hr Ut-':i. bll!ol~t 
hghling dei goers. rogtNJ't!, CO't'Cflntt both 
l~sif .u1d Opt!rai.c i••idiian)r'IS Jb WIIM 
'big i,rnc· ~~,i!l i, wt• l1\I.Ul1 ing ha 
O\\ft cafnp.111','. He h.H dodoo up more thiln 
200 prodl,K'iiOOM for m;iny m.qtH 1h '.tlh! . 
oPf!f• w bille1. C001pilI11es. t1IKI 1 ;iuod 
IIQW h~ .!.'pi 1£ nil COt,"t'fhl!I 

1 am Vl!'I)' blesM.'d 'l.lo'l'tn I.hi!' v."Ofldfffuf 
b.J.ck~p '\IA(I I h:ivt:• I ·e, 81J11 ri!>tl SOllflOll 
her .,...rrdl 15, lnv,1 rable I cooldnt lflO'lo,.. 

.tl'Ulllld w1LJVl(Jl ,r. • he ~esptinded. 
C: ~tm11,.b,,ck lo M.l-C~opQh~ D.md t!A!ri.ey 

expl.J.:n, ,:J thilt usmg ~ Sta,tit movin_g !ifl,ht 
ttTI f,OurCc fJfD'o'f!a Lu be\~ ~lf~rllg. "11 
v.·,n p;111t1y iu,.. lo get some v,1nrty to b,:, .11;11 • 
to we lhi!Se unu:5-ooL as rode JJ'ld 1olt "Wtt.Z-
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bang' wni~ IM ..,.,~ ror t"1C'OI" qNlity od riihil· 
irurrse pcx'koo of llgfn. The coroo, of 1he 
Hll I found very a1re~ 1111g. ff1, _, we.·~ I 
v."'OOld r, iC lo :sr:?1? i!.5 part or the M aoo you 
coijd .ilways. h.1...e .11 clo.ren (1.11 .- ,-h,c;w.· 
v.ittr.ol~ 1t b<.-•nx 1mpo:i;-s1bh::' . .ru; it's "l'"fl c;,:· 
pensive. h: gi'!,'l!':S d',Nfl'liw when ~-ou W.till 
1c. v.+iid, i~ v~y :spkifir . Tlwy ~ t..1vc :i 
WiJ,V to go in ter~ of bemg 'smoom and 
stAJ4Je• and ~equ1re a s-y111p,11hetic Opt.'1.lLo.i in 

a lfie.'!Cri(.31 ~ lr..i,11i01'1.- hi• l"llf)1.,inoo 
His i,se cl the Starhte Uj"l-ts came 1mo Its. 

own Ill 1he O~rUCIJOI • scene, v.iten in'l
m{'nst.• 1)()'W('r .ind cdl'«t w.is. rcqtt.red . 
for this show. as. l!i s.o or1e1, 1t1e ,case. 

Her..e,, w~ 8.J't't.'fl the chQicc ol .Ii lllO'd!l8 
ligflt ng or a cOi'lven!JOOal one. Eventu~lr he 
was fm1t1nace in l'i.t .. w ig ~me good cf.4,,JI.,, 
o.,,iii,ch .illowoo him,. i11 the-end. to hil !!t' I!' bolf-J 

Betng one ol tl'le f1rS1 11'1 rlini t,QWllry to 
ul ib~ di~· ~n.g hrL ~uri;;c on 11 comme, , 
oal prodo<Iloo In che 01t,ginal :S..1JbgML 
up c.~. D,i'.;<i Ht.'f$4""t' took .i big ~nee in 

•ht> ~ od the ma..-.ng ,ghi., beto~e !ii.d~ 
:sr-,1en-i.s .11 rl'ie V.1m "Lire Jnd SI t' wr«• 
c,...ifwited .ind took off Ht- .idrniuoo to ~arly 
prob'lem-s 1n chi!' coJMtol et [l'te dm·~ Mid 11,e 
plollJ.11\~ of tile~ im.ll1,1rn(!n1-., ~IIOIJE.h tl"lly 
did .ithiC'\'c- good coloo• cootrol .amf move
menL 

Bm;;k to M Lr(IJ;!Qlis. tL_g;iin. he ~ined thal 
pos111ooing the rig .... -as a problem. He had rn 
US('- 'nort-(:Ot"IY'(:n'liQmJ 5)1)Sit~ 00Cil.\l~ of 
the tleht fit In a sma s.uge area. With the 
huge $It of the, .M,cnincs· , ""hich each 
wl?l;gh at lea~ 5lbt toru.. Mid The Module • 
...Alt.di i:i; lo,.,.....'li{'Q ove r iJic tcn1•c of lhc-
5(.age. there is oo room fOf ~pot bars.i 1he~e 
~re ,llumin,H~ t,r.amp1m:n1 l\1b1,1li).-ofcvalr,N' 
lif'tJ,. troi!i;ersing up and down the prose. alld 
moonted on eadi side od' lhe ,ta~o!!. dw$ 
r~t rif;lirig dr.c: UK' ol 11 prose bOQl!Tl posi • 
tions. ll"lt!i was ove~come by a l:Jus.s -whieh 
\VJ$ l,Miil• Oi'ttO chi: t11,1dic-.n('C 1iclc of ta1(l prQo 
:sc. wilh ' bole to\wers· on both !ildes_. 

~.llly 350 dmnmcr i;l'i,inncls ~re m use, 
CQrltrolled from a Strand Galaxy OOilJd If\ a 
eirdl! box. A wy of lh,:~ 111-c u d tQ r;:Qnt1'4;11 
the hardwMe as.socl~ed w,lh a lum!Mlre , 
svch .lS the ligti~ c:.urt.1in,: rno 'll,1.r$, .;md Lhc 1.S 
P•l'ICia~, ·n use ov.~ t!te ,•-ia.dlines. These re, 
quire too channels ,a unit to eoi.,i:-r the• p.1,1, 
tile .s.nd coki\l,, M ~II ;'15 01 i igh ~ oorp1..i. 
AIS(.1,. almost 50 d rnmers are used to ,control 
the ard'5tf!CCu1al wip gh"li11g .:ii'ld r ~ l'1l!f,)l"I 

ill the-1Qnspar~n1 patte,noo noor v.hch 
corn~ into ,ts own III a tl.lt'IU! rouraiill'• wh(;"lc,: 
.a tit)r.m, mirror <fix 1iell«ts. 1tie floor image 
veruc 111lo me aoo,ence'$ I!'),·~ hni!'J.. 

In •odi li(ln to ht~ '\ r;id(!'ffl,(lnl:l?'(f ligh!J11g. 
'<Y1th much ua.dil,onal u~ 04 Ille gobo. tishL 
curl..,li11,. d.irk. (l.)mc r:. ,JJ1<J 'brilliant vdiiCi:!' 
hgt,r. David Hersey was also called upon. 1111 
the IJUer period of 1h<-prod'utlion, 10 addi· 
l:I0:111,)ll!f :simula•"° bhe ~a.1 effects, -such .is 
il'l Ule L.abofil•ory scene. A lase, wM ~ed as 
JJ ~yl'l'!bo!M; cf{1.,'t;C vdl(' n ~ robo E l'l,'lmcd 
h1tura is. minstormed Rto ,.\ina,. a.Jong 'Wl.th 
(JOO) joule) strobe bl!.1c~ .; rnirrCX'~ 
:brr; opocs. 11eon i'!nd ,A.rc.lne. 
DHA 11nim~t'd dii,c: cH~ .:ire U$i..-d whi .. 'fl 

,~ria i:5 broogh• bad lo life, by Uile, §Clell1~1s.t 

in "'" t.mo.i.:i Lwr ~e11if!. careful ~11t111IJ1ion 
0, p,ogressi,.e 1110\'ement i5, cr~ led bv 
'w·ar1abl@! s,>eed rol:.11:or!i, f'eVOh-1Dg two &ohos 
1n opp()Siie di~ion:. fr0m ~~ 

!Jso, the co«1~1Klng process of lthe robol: 
f u{uf.!I hurr.trS in the 011M tooCi. :l.01-ne-pl.llln
i1J8 to get rigti, • i11 orde r 10 crl!ate sweral 
1)1wes of hea11. '"'·11h .111 i1re burning ,l'ISide .t 
furn.,r;i:, u~ing C'11r~ fu.n conu-ol. 15, .i ll 
controlled from the bootd for preciS!iOi'I and 
oomin LIil)'. 

Currientt1, David' Herset(s. bosr sdiedu~ in-
2:2 

lllte Modu~. 

clude,s a vaflled :sefecUoo of dleatre-wo4. ~ 
is. p~ep.111'11 'H,,pgoorl' in lA.. '.A.Qx.'ft t-1 •rrmg· 
a, rhc-Opera Hioose a,id 'Gh'-"'to' at I.he Na· 
~I. A mega produaion o< 'CJ11i'IL·n· at 
EJ:rf's ~H1 . i15 be-mg pliJnncd along with Miss 
Saigon' at I.he Lane. In between titmes. he w,11 
be wo iBg on ., major ps<ije~c Ul l.,.i$ Vc,s11s.. 

Ott~ Hc~e)', who l5 .1 serious user of tile 
'to';"S' of s~ae l1ghling. ti~ °W(111 v.irio1,1S, 

¥W.ird$- incl~ i....~ lonys. He, said Simply 
mat ,'>.,1etto,pol.-s WJl!i fun CO Jo, J._ L pl,.ryirrg 
with 1hr: lij/l'IJ! ~ t h;c, prf.!d1cts. ......,11 be a 
·Y1Q11.•' is di.lie to appNr later lfl me yc..-M. 

And dl.u one will t,,L""-'" ·- lii;:Qplr:rl , , 

Metropolis 
Fir~ p!!fformance at me Plccad, ;r 'The.acre, 
LOndOn QI! M.u,r;h 8th 1989 . 
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