su

P
ntertalnmerL pre ent , C mrrn nication

Oe

.......

4 e

- " Radiohead
RSC at the Roundhouse ‘ ﬂn Tﬂur

Behind the scenes at the London
venue’s transformation L&SI reports from Houston, USA

TF: Show Ring

L&SI assesses the Show
Comms marketplace

Divine Comedy PLUS:
How HD projection enhanced Gladiators Returns to TV
penie’ piejoumey Power to the Arcola Theatre
City Salute Bright Ideas for Greener Theatres
e e PALMIE Dubai & A.C. North in review . . and more!



www.lsionline.co.uk

~

Classic Gear: Cadac Mixing Consoles

Rob Halliday takes a nostalgic but instructive look hack at the tools that have shaped the industry . . .

As a lighting person, I've always thought it
rather unfair that Cadac chose to make
products for people who work in sound.

| want the lighting Cadac - the lighting
control version of those gorgeous mixing
desks you’ll have seen at the back of the
audience if you've visited any major musical
in the last 25 years. Why? Because they are
led by raw functionality and cost-no-object
engineering aiming to be the best at what

They have been a mainstay of musicals big
and small, successful and less successful,
but also on the biggest award ceremonies,
rock concerts and in permanent installations
ranging from television studios to the world’s
most demanding theatres.

The Cadac look and feel is familiar across all
of their console lines: the rugged
construction, the modularity allowing empty
frames to be arranged to suit the control

classicgear......

they do, rather than by the desire to simplify, The Cadac F-Type console. space available then filled with an assortment
to use off-the-shelf components or to value of modules - the range increasing in
engineer that seem to be the more common design practices these response to user demands - to suit the needs of the show (also allowing
days. As a result, they make you feel good just standing behind them, modules to be swapped out easily in the event of a fault), the high

even as a lighting person . . . resolution column meters nestling between the faders that give the

consoles instant visual appeal to casual observers, the clear
alphanumeric displays showing the function of each VCA fader as it
changes under the control of Cadac’s console automation software.
Oh, and a real, solid-wood arm-rest.

Cadac didn't start out in the live events market - formed in 1968, the
name coming from the initials of the founders, the company originally
made mixing desks for recording studios. It was a recording engineer
moving in to theatre who brought Cadac with him: Martin Levan,

designing Little Shop of Horrors at the tiny Comedy Theatre in 1983, They are beautiful to look at in an elegant, functional way. Talk to the
needed to cram a desk into an awkward control position. In just over four audio cognoscenti and they will tell you that they are also the benchmark
weeks Cadac designed and built a custom console, supplied through for audio quality, even in this digital age, Cadac themselves delaying
rental company Autograph. A year later the trio were re-united for the entering that market until they were sure they’d matched the audio
seminal Starlight Express, where Levan needed computerised control of quality of their analogue ranges. Their S-Digital has quite some
the console to allow the operator to keep up with the complex, high reputation to live up to, but its stated design goal - to ‘sound, look and
speed show and its 21 radio mics. The show ran for 17 years. behave like a familiar analogue console’ - doesn’t seem like a bad place
to start.

Since then the consoles - A-Type, B-Type, C-Type, later the E-Type, the
current F-Type and J-Type, have been seen on live events of all types. Cadac online: >>> www.cadac-sound.com
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So how do you make an award winning media server even
better? Easy. Have the world’s best media server case built for it.

A unique rack-mount design based on client feedback and in
conjunction with some of the industry’s leading consultants.
Features include professional connections to the rear, modular
design for current and future add-ons, quiet cooling and all in a e Complete Solutions
rugged all metal construction. A front mounted LED display
allows analysis of all key hardware and software settings without
a monitor. Of course, you still have all the great features of
Hippotizer V3 software. So now you have the ultimate video

‘Swiss Army Knife’. Configurable, scaleable, and now even more HQ, UK & International Sales Northern UK Sales
bomb-proof! Centuari House, Hillbottom Road Hawksworth Commercial Centre,

p : High Wycombe, Elder Road, Leeds,
Bucks, HP12 4HQ. -~ West Yorkshire, LS13 4AT
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