
(b) Barrel with .raising and lowering gear. 
The former consists of a top wooden batten to which the cloth is 

attached and a bottom roller some 9" to 12" in diameter. A system 
of pulleys is provided to enable this bottom roller to be revolved 
and so roll up _the clo!h when the appropriate hauling rope is 
pulled. The eqmpment 1s heavy due to the weight of the bottom 
roller and there is some sag at the sides as it is not possible to seam 
the edges of the cloth, due to difficulties which would occur when 
rolling. The cloth must be supplied in one piece, according to the 
length required. This can prove expensive to transport although 
in an effort to reduce costs, it is now possible to use a lightweight 
alloy roller which is assembled on site. This system is somewha t 
awkward in operation and should only be considered for the 
larger-stage. 

Method (b) is a less expensive arrangement, comprising a cloth 
webbed at the heading with tie tapes, which is secured to a suppor t 
barrel provided with pulleys and rope for raising and lowering . 
A second barrel is inserted in the bottom hem of the cloth so when 
suspended it will hang taut. To remove the cloth the top barrel 
is lowered, the cloth rolled by hand and taken away, the barrels 
are tied together and raised to clear the stage. Alternatively for 
low ceiling heights or where a permanently fixed cloth is required the 
pulleys can be dispensed with and the top barrel merely clipped to 
overhead supports. There is an added advantage in this method as 
both sides of the cloth can be used, one being treated as a true 
cyclorama and the reverse side perhaps being used for a painted 
scene. 

For arena and television work cloths can be supported from 
tracks and arranged to draw to one side in sections, bottom tube s 
are provided to weight the cloth when in position. 
· On very large installations more complex arrangements of the 
above ideas can be used involving hoists or counterweighte d 
tubular frames on which the cloth is stretched tightly to ensure a 
smooth wrinkle-free surface. 

Cinema screens do not make good cyclorama cloths as the 
reflective requirements for cinema work are entirely different and 
to obtain the best results two entirely separate cloths should 
always be considered. 

From a light viewpoint care should be taken to ensure a smooth 
even 'wash' of light across the cloth, and positioning of lighting 
equipment must be carefully related to general masking to avoid 
shadows caused by masking borders or splashes from other light 
fittings, due to poor cut-off. Therefore planning and sight lines 
should always be taken into consideration when cyclorama cloths 
are to be installed. 

58 

FURSE CUSTOMER SERVICE 

PLANNING 
It is important that equip~ent for any Stage scheO?e is sit~ate_d 
properly for maximum efficiency, a complet~ pl~nnmg se_rv1ce 1s 
provided by FURSE, working from Arc~1tect s Draw1~gs or 
existing site details. These plans are _submitted at th~ time ~f 
quoting, together with a full explanat10n ~f what eqmpment is 
needed, the size and arrangement. of ct!r!ams to mask the st~ge 
properly, the requirement for electncal wmng plus all other details. 

This service is available to the smallest Village Hall or to an 
Architect for a large theatre complex. 

We know money can be saved by correct planning in the initial 
stages. 

DEMONSTRATION THEATRE 
Our Demonstrati on Thea tre at Head Office Nottingham enables 
us to demonstrate new and existing Stage Equipment, Light.ing, 
Lanterns and Controls. We give a series of Lectl!re/De~onstrat1~ns 
during the year and we shall be pleased to rece~ve wntten applica
tions to attend from interested users of our eqmpment. 

ERECTION: We have a team of skilled stage equipment ~rection 
engineers who travel the UK, installing FURSE stage eqmpment. 
Costs for this work can be included in quotations. 

SERVICING: This is essential where equipment is in regular 
use or handled by non-qualified persons or children. Quotat!ons 
for this work can be provided following a site visit by a qualified 
FURSE engineer. 
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