
STRAND LIGHT CONSOLE DESK AT CARACAS UNIVERSITY, VENEZUELA, 
controlling both incandescent and fluorescent lighting . 

This is achieved by giving the operator a single on or off selector switch to each stage lighting circuit, the 
name of the circuit being clearly engraved on each switch operating lever or tablet. The dimmer levers, 
position indicators, full-on switches, blackout switches, master locking devices and colour filter 
switches instead of being repeated for each lighting circuit are repeated only a few times as group 
and colour masters. 

For every lighting change, great or small, the required lighting circuits, be they one or many, are locked 
to the master controls-operated and then unlocked to remain as they are until locked on for further 
change. The circuit selector switches are easy to put on or off-a sweep of the hand and all are on, for 
example. Devices are fitted to move preset combinations of these switches, cancel them, etc. 

As there is only one switch (simply On or Off) per lighting circuit, plus a set of masters used all the 
time, the console desk is very compact and the state of the controls clearly shown to the operator. With 
other systems he has to take in at a glance the state of affairs by looking at a hundred or more 
dimmer levers, circuit switches, etc., plus the master controls which are necessary for simultaneous dimmer 
movement and to which the individual controls may, or may not, be locked at that time. 

An experienced console operator quickly learns to think of his lighting instinctively in terms of the 
console controls, and consequently operation becomes second nature like driving a car. Lighting is no 
sooner thought of than it is translated into fact upon the stage, and the operator can see it. 

SOME TYPICAL INSTALLATIONS-
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 216 ways. 1950 

London Palladium, 152 ways. 1949 

Stoll Theatre, Kingsway, 176 ways. 1950 

London Coliseum 216 ways. 1952 

Her Majesty'sTheatre, London, 152ways. 1954 

Adelphi Theatre, London, 152 ways. 1954 

Empress Hall, Earls Court, 90 ways. 1950 

Royal Festival Hall, London, 84 ways. 1951 
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Palace Theatre, Manchester, 108 ways. 1949 

South Shore lcedrome, Blackpool, 64 ways. 1946 

Theatre Royal, Bristol, 60 ways. 1946 
National Opera House, Ankara, 136 ways. 1949 

National Opera House, Lisbon, 108 ways. 1940 

Caracas University, Venezuela, 94 ways. 1954 

Theatre Polski, Warsaw, 159 ways 1955 

Plaza, Caracas, Venezuela, 121 ways 1955 
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