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between 5 seconds and 5 minutes. So to put it 
a little simpler let me set up a little scene as if 
we were doing a cue and you will see for 
yourself the possibilities: 

You have on preset one the state that is 
visible in stage. You have preset on two the 
next lighting state. It comprises some new 
circuits coming in, some going out and some 
common to what is on preset one and on 
stage at the moment. The cue is to be moved 
in twenty seconds. Now on the 'GO' you can 
do it one of two ways. You can preset the 
timer to zero and move the masters by hand 
together, lagging one or the other to taste. Or 
you can preset the timer to 20 seconds and on 
the 'GO' move the two masters FAST 
together to the new preset. This automatical
ly activates the timer circuitry and the desk 
will do the crossfade itself, turning off an 
LED above the new preset when it has finish
ed. The control also has a SNAP black-out 
switch alongside both presets. So whether 
you choose to do a cue automatically on the 
timer or by hand, you only have to concen
trate on moving the masters to bring in or 
take out circuits nicely - rather than work
ing at the crossfade to avoid a dip . Very nice! 

I'm told that the word TEMPUS is Latin for 
time. It is the name that RANK STRAND 
have chosen for their new portable lighting 
control, which is replacing the MINI 2 
system. I must admit I find TEMPUS a very 
evocative title, and as I travelled to Brent
ford to see it I mused as to whether this was 
going to be the beginning of a new line in 
names for lighting equipment. Perhaps we 
are going to get away· from such boring 
descriptions as T-SPOT and PATT 243 etc., 
and go towards more emotive names. I can 
imagine coming into a theatre on a Monday 
morning fit-up in a couple of years time and 
saying: 'Right Fred, nip down to the TEM
PUS and push up circuits.' 'George - you 
go up the Tallescope and focus the SANT A 

MARIA's.' 'Bill - get four pieces of 861 
and put them in the SCHEHERAZADES', 
and so on! 

Anyway whatever the name, STRAND 
are onto a winner here . TEMPUS is the best 
thing to come out of their design office for 
quite a while. 

You can get a 2-preset TEMPUS control 
desk in 12, 18, 24, 30 or 36 way units . Each 
desk has a single, sp lit cross fader for dipless 
and profiled, proportional cross-fades bet
ween the intensity levels set on the two 
presets of channel faders. Presets can be pile 
added too, with the highest level taking 
precedence . In addition there is to the side of 
the two masters a rotary control knob which 
allows crossfades to be automatically timed 
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LIGHTING 

*Lighting. sound and pro1ect1on -
rental and sales. 

* Altec and Stagesound speaker 
systems. 

* Sound Studios for voice overs, 
dubbing, reco rding and effects . 

*Screen materials. colour filters etc . 
*Lighting design and technical staff. 
*The Punch Organisation for 

stunt performers and artists . 

Theatre Pro1ects Services Ltd , 
10 Long Acre. London WC2E 9LN 
Telephone . 01 -240 5411 
Telegrams Theatrelit LondonWC2 
Telex 27522 Teepee G 

Hire Offi ces and Shop . 
10 Mercer Street. London WC2 

WHITE LIGHT 
57 FILMER ROAD · LONDON SW6 

Theatre lighting design, control, 

equipment and hire 

Audio -Visual presentation 
design and projection 

Equipment maintenance and 
refurbishing 

Installation, distribution systems, 
special effects 

OUR PR ICES ARE COMPETJTJVE -
PLEASE RING US 

FOR A PRI CE U ST OR OUOTE 

01 7313291 

DOMINIC 
LIGHT & SOUND 

Equipment Hire, 
Designers & Technicians 

1 - 5 Christopher Place 
Chalton Street, 

London NWl lJF 

EQUIPMENT HIRE 
Operators & Technicians 

RECORDING STUDIOS 
2, 4, 8 Track, Dubbing 

Facilities, Effects Library 
Also intercom systems 

manufactured 
DOMINIC LIGHT & SOUND 

1 - 5 Christopher Place, Chalton Street 
London NW1 1JF 

01 338 2936 / 387 2524 
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MAC KENNY 

Lighting Design and 
Engineering 

Specialist in Lasers, Laser 
Scanning, Video, Special 

Effects, Rigging 
01998 6505 
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PLUGS -SOCKET -ADAPTORS 
EXTENSION CABLES 

EAGLE HOUSE , CRAt\LEIGH CLOSE 

SANOERSTEAO, Sl.RREY, 01 - 651 - 0836 

London Area Stockists 

OONMAR..-01 - 836 - 1801 

*Approved Rank Strand Service 
Agents. 

*We also service all makes of 
lighting equipment and con trol. 

*Design, installation and servicing 
of lighting. sound and projection 
systems for th eatre. clubs. 
discos etc. 

*Full servi ce for conferences, 
exhibitions and fashion shows. 

*Hire Office and Shop at 
10 Mercer St.. WC2 for sa les of 
co lour, equipment. accessories. 
books etc . 

Theatre Pro1ects Services Ltd . 
10 Long Acre, London WC2E 9LN 
Telephone 01 -240 5411 

Do you need a reliable 

company to supply you 

with, Gaffer Tape, Electrical 
Tape etc. 

We are "ROTUNDA" 

stockists and can cater for 
all your needs. 

Ring 01 520 0653 ext. 210 

or write to 

Lea Valley Adhesive 
and Stationery Co Ltd 

170 Hoe St., 

Walthamstow E 17 

WANTED 
WANTED for use Drama Group 
Rank Mini-2, Spots, etc. 
Telephone Bradford 

(0274) 493106 (Evenings) 

This space 
could be producing 
valuable enquiries 

for as little as 
£19. 50. 

15 


